STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF SIERRA
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
AGENDA
SPECIAL TELECONFERENCE MEETING
Lee Adams, Vice-Chair, District 1
P.O. Box 1 - Downieville, CA 95936 - 530-289-3506 - supervisor1@sierracounty.ca.gov
Peter W. Huebner, District 2
P.O. Box 349 - Sierra City, CA 96125 - 530-565-6055 - phuebner@sierracounty.ca.gov
Paul Roen, District 3
P.O. Box 43 - Calpine, CA 96124 - 530-565-6048 - supervisor3@sierracounty.ca.gov
Jim Beard, Chair, District 4
P.O. Box 1140 - Loyalton, CA 96118 - 530-565-6092 -jbeard@sierracounty.ca.gov
Sharon Dryden, District 5
P.O. Box 246 - Loyalton, CA 96118 - 530-913-9218 - sdryden@sierracounty.ca.gov
The Sierra County Board of Supervisors will meet in special session commencing at 9:00 a.m. on
Thursday, April 16, 2020. This meeting will be recorded for posting on the Board of Supervisors'
website at www.sierracounty.ca.gov
In accordance with Governor's Executive Order pertaining to the convening of public
meetings in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the County of Sierra will hold meetings
of the Board of Supervisors via teleconference. The Board of Supervisors' Chambers will
remain closed until further notice.
The public may observe and provide public comments by using the WebEx options
below:
By Phone: 1-408-418-9388
Access Code: 964 706 537
By PC: https://tinyurl.com/04162020bos
Access Code: 964 706 537
NOTICE
Accommodations for individuals with disabilities, as required by Section 202 of the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990 and the Federal Rules and Regulations adopted in implementation thereof
can be made with the Clerk of the Board and CA Relay Services 711 prior to the meeting. The
Clerk of the Board may be reached at 530-289-3295 or at the following addresses:
Heather Foster
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
100 Courthouse Square, Room 11
P.O. Drawer D
Downieville, CA 95936
clerk-recorder@sierracounty.ca.gov

Heather Foster
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
100 Courthouse Square, Room 11
P.O. Drawer D
Downieville, CA 95936
clerk-recorder@sierracounty.ca.gov
All items posted on the agenda, including under correspondence, may be acted upon by the Board
of Supervisors. However, matters under committee reports and department manager's reports may
be briefly addressed by the Board or Staff but no action or discussion shall be undertaken on any
item not appearing on the posted agenda. (GC 54954.2)
REGULAR AGENDA
1. STANDING ORDERS
l
l
l
l

Call to Order
Pledge of Allegiance
Roll Call
Approval of Regular Agenda

2. PUBLIC COMMENT OPPORTUNITY
Matters under the jurisdiction of the Board not on this posted agenda may be addressed
by the general public during the Public Comment Opportunity time. No action may be
taken or substantive discussion pursued on matters not on the posted agenda. Public
comment is regulated by the Sierra County Board of Supervisors' Rules and Procedures.
You may obtain a copy of the Public Comment rules from the Clerk. The Board limits
public comment to three minutes per person and not more than three individuals
addressing the same subject.
3. BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
3.A. Update from County Public Health, County OES, and County Sheriff Office (“EOC
Group”) on the Declared Local State of Emergency and the County Health Officer-Public
Health Emergency Declaration surrounding the COVID-19 Pandemic and discussion and
direction to staff on the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Pacific Crest Trail (PCT) status and recommendation to the US Forest Service
and Pacific Crest Trail Association (PCTA).
Discussion of special events permitted or planned for 2020.
Measures proposed to be implemented to communicate community exposure
concerns from visitors coming into the county.
Courtesy notification to Forest Service summer home tract permittees and
recreational subdivision property owners on county activities regarding the
current pandemic response.

Documents:
COVID-19 Update.pdf
ADJOURN
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TYPE OF AGENDA ITEM:
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Timed
Consent
DEPARTMENT: Board of Supervisors
APPROVING PARTY: Heather Foster, Clerk of the Board
PHONE NUMBER: 530-289-3295

AGENDA ITEM: Update from County Public Health, County OES, and County Sheriff Office (“EOC Group”) on the
Declared Local State of Emergency and the County Health Officer-Public Health Emergency Declaration
surrounding the COVID-19 Pandemic and discussion and direction to staff on the following:
a.
Pacific Crest Trail (PCT) status and recommendation to the US Forest Service and PCTA
b.
Discussion of special events permitted or planned for 2020
c.
Measures proposed to be implemented to communicate community exposure concerns from visitors
coming into the county
d.
Courtesy notification to Forest Service summer home tract permittees and recreational subdivision
property owners on county activities regarding the current pandemic response
SUPPORTIVE DOCUMENTS ATTACHED:
Memo Resolution Agreement Other
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
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OTHER FUND:
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___________________________
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CLERK TO THE BOARD

DATE

Resolution 2020- ____________
Agreement 2020- ____________
Ordinance _________________
Vote:
Ayes:
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Abstain:
Absent:
☐By Consensus

No

April 16, 2020
Honorable Dianne Feinstein
United States Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC. 20510
Honorable Kamala Harris
United States Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC. 20510
Honorable Doug LaMalfa
Member of Congress, 1st District of California
322 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC. 20515
Subject: Rural county COVID-19 funding
Dear Senator Feinstein, Senator Harris, and Congressman La Malfa:
On behalf of the people of Sierra County, thank you for your leadership during this critical time and your
efforts to address the significant health, safety and economic impacts associated with the COVID-19
pandemic.
As Congress negotiates a potential fourth COVID-19 response package, we urge you to provide direct and
flexible funding to county governments of all sizes who are at ground-zero of this unprecedented public
health and economic crisis.
In California, counties operate public hospitals, local public health departments, more than 800 long-term
care facilities, and 750 behavioral health departments. We are also responsible for emergency operations
enters, human services, jail management, 9-1-1 services, veteran’s services, and the ‘last of the first
responders with coroners and medical examiners, among many other essential local government functions.
In a county with just 3,000 residents, we have limited resources and funding, but have the same
responsibility as all other counties to keep our citizens safe. We are quite appreciative that our
communities have taken this health pandemic seriously and to date Sierra County remains just one of five
California counties with no reported COVID 19 cases. While part of that is due to good fortune, no doubt
responsible community members and effective local government with a concerted message and strong
responsive actions have helped. Given our role at the front lines of this crisis, we strongly urge you to
allocate resources directly to counties as most states mandate the implementation of public health and
emergency response responsibilities to county governments.
While the CARES Act (P.L. 116-136) provided $150 billion for unanticipated expenditures for states and local
governments, counties with populations below 500,000 are not eligible for direct funding and are instead at
the mercy of the state – who are dealing with their own fiscal pressures. Even a significant subset of major

urban counties that are eligible for direct assistance under the Coronavirus Relief Fund will now see
combined reductions of $5.1 billion under the U.S. Treasury’s guidance because many must now subtract
city populations within their county boundaries, despite the fact that these counties are mandated to
provide critical public health functions for their entire geographic area.
Given the unique county role of counties in our nation’s public health and overall community response to
this pandemic, we again respectfully urge you to support efforts to allocate resources directly to counties.
We further urge you not to use the outdated CDBG formula for the allocation of funds to local
governments.
We thank you again for your leadership during these unprecedented times. We would welcome the
opportunity to discuss this issue further with your team and are committed to a solution that helps our
nation mitigate, respond and recover from these historic times.
Sincerely,
SIERRA COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
By:
JAMES E. BEARD
Chair

CC: California State Association of Counties (CSAC)
Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC)

