
Sierra County  
Board of Supervisors’ 
Agenda Transmittal & 
Record of Proceedings  

MEETING DATE: 
August 16, 2016 

TYPE OF AGENDA ITEM: 
Regular    Timed 
Consent 

  

DEPARTMENT:          County Service Area 5, Zone 5a              
APPROVING PARTY:  Tim H. Beals, Director of Transportation 
PHONE NUMBER:      530‐289‐3201 

AGENDA ITEM:  Discussion and direction with regard to denial of claim filed with Liberty Energy for 
reimbursement of costs incurred  at the Sierra Brooks Water System due to power failure in November, 2015. 
  
SUPPORTIVE DOCUMENTS ATTACHED:    Memo   Resolution   Agreement   Other 
            
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  On or around November 20, 2015 a transformer blew at the electrical substation 
affecting Sierra Brooks with brown‐out and surge conditions that occurred over an extended period.  Pump 
station one has sustained damage which will require pump and electrical repairs, estimated at $10,000.  On 
January 5, 2016 the CSA Board directed the filing of a claim. In a letter dated July 26, 2016 Liberty Utilities 
states its determination that the failure as not due to the negligence of Liberty Utilities. Staff has requested 
information regarding the filing of an appeal on this determination.    
FUNDING SOURCE: CSA5 
GENERAL FUND IMPACT:  No General Fund Impact 
OTHER FUND:    
AMOUNT:  $10,000  N/A 
ARE ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL REQUIRED? 
 

Yes, ‐‐  ‐‐ 
No 

IS THIS ITEM ALLOCATED IN THE BUDGET?   Yes   No     
 
IS A BUDGET TRANSFER REQUIRED?   Yes   No               
 

 
SPACE BELOW FOR CLERK’S USE 
BOARD ACTION: 
☐Approved 
☐Approved as amended 
☐Adopted 
☐Adopted as amended 
☐Denied 
☐Other 
☐No Action Taken 

 
☐Set public hearing  
    For: _____________________ 
☐Direction to: ______________ 
☐Referred to:  ______________ 
☐Continued to: _____________ 
☐Authorization given to:   
___________________________ 

 
Resolution 2016‐   ____________ 
Agreement 2016‐  ____________ 
Ordinance    _________________ 
Vote: 
         Ayes: 
         Noes: 
     Abstain: 
      Absent: 
 ☐By Consensus  

COMMENTS: 

                        
  CLERK TO THE BOARD                                                                        DATE 
 





0 

0 

0 

COUNTY SERVICE AREA 5 
COUNTY OF SIERRA 

IN THE MATTER OF AUTHORIZATION 
FOR THE AUDITOR TO MAKE CERTAIN 

CHANGES TO THE 2015-2016 BUDGETS FOR 
SIERRA BROOKS WATER SYSTEM 

TO COVER COSTS OF REPAIRS TO PUMP STATION 1 
DUE TO A POWER FAILURE 

. CSA RESOLUTION 2016- 0 0 1 __::_._:o_;___ 

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors may authorize the Auditor to make budget 
changes pursuant to Government Code Section 29150(a); 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Auditor is hereby authorized to 
make the following budget changes to the 2015-2016 Final Budget: 

Decrease Sierra Brooks Water System 20 7 P 0 Q 0-3 010-62 4 0 $10,000.00 
Increase Sierra Brooks Water System Expenditures 2070000-3010-7011 $10,000.00 

FURTHERMORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Auditor is hereby authorized to pay 
purchase orders upon presentation. 

FURTHERMORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Director of Transportation is hereby 
directed to file a claim with Liberty Energy for damages which were sustained to Pump Station 1 
during a transformer issue necessitating these repairs. 

ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Sierra on the 5th day of 
January, 2015, by the following vote: 

AYES:pupervisors Huebner,Roen,Beard,Schlefstein,Adams 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 

ATTEST: 

~~~ 
HEATHER FOSTER. 
CLERK OF THE BOARD 

COUNTY OF SIERRA 

~~~" LEE ADAMS 
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

JAMES A. CURTIS 
COUNTY COUNSE~ , by 
Christian Curtis, 
Deputy County Counsel 



SIERRA COUNTY
 
Department of Public Works and Transportation
 

P.O. Box 98
 
Downieville, California 95936
 

530-289-3201
 
Fax 530-289-2828
 

publicworks@sierracounty.ws
 

March 14, 2016 TimH.Beals 
Director 

••• 
Claims Department 
Liberty Utilities California Pacific Electric Co. 
933 Eloise Avenue 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150 

ATTN: Claims Department 

On November 20, 2015 a transformer fire occurred at the Sierra Brooks Sub-station, in Loyalton, 

California at approximately 2 a.m. This caused power surge conditions in that area, resulting in 

damages at the County owned water system at Sierra Books, well pump #1 specifically. 

We have been in contact with your office since that date and at this point have completed the 

necessary repairs. 

For your review and approval, enclosed herewith is a claim form and invoice for all costs 

associated with the necessary repairs. If you have any questions or need any additional 

information please don't hesitate to calL 

Sincerely, 

SIERRA COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

~~
 
Lynnea White 
Interdepartmental Fiscal Officer 

LW308 

mailto:publicworks@sierracounty.ws


ISierra County Public Works
 

P.O. Box 98 
101 Courthouse Square 
Downieville, CA 95936 
Phone (530) 289-3201 Fax (530) 289-2828 

DATE: 
INVOICE # 

FOR: 

March 14, 2016 
31416 

Well#1 repairs 

ATIN:LYNN EA WHITE, Fiscal Officer 

Bill To: 
Claims Department,Liberty Utilities California Pacific Electric Co. 
933 Eloise Ave. 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150 

Briggs Electric, Inc.-Replace soft start (Paid 02-05-16 Ck#109645) $2,500.00 

Carson Pump-Repairs-See invoice for breakdown (Paid 03-04-16 CK#109945) $ 6,354.00 

Staff time and equip to investigate issue,schedule repairs and report claim $ 706.47 

TOTAL $ ~,560.47 

Make all checks payable to Sierra County Public Works
 
If you have any questions concerning this invoice, contact Lynnea White at (530) 289-3201.
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS! 



--

Uberty utilities'" 
~--~ Uberty Utilities 

california Pacific Electric Company 
Damage to Third Party Claim Form 

Qaim No. _ 

Date of loss:lLJ.&.a!J.2. Time of loss: Q. ~I-__ PM Date claim received: --'--,_ 

Damaged party: 

" 
Name 5 if if ra Co vn4Home phone # . , ~Work phone # 530-J81-3rXot_ 

~ai~!f;l~.CI~9r~s; 17 ,D .~o~ 9~City Potu1!l; 'l-Q J.( IfeStat~ .C tt=,Zip ~<;fI-~0 
··l~lo8jiif"'rTer.te:' 

City~State C Iec:...Zip ?r;,// ~ 
Oen\'\'U3 MQfSh: I 

Was this an outage? _Yes No
 
Was this a voltacefluctuation {power surge}? AVes_No
 

DAMAGE TOCUSTOMERS APPUANCES/PROPERTY 

Appliance Type Year Model Price Repaired by (Attach Receipts) 
~~ I\f£ s<>f'\: StAR\ a,p\~ S~s3-~C6 

. ·.·,.•••• ~~()J';~~~~~~JJiPment: _._ Singtephase X Three phasecpu I'11pfm ot01\.) 

Address: 

Damage reported by: (customer's signature) 

EqUipmentType Year Re.paired by (Attach Receipts) 
G:/SM DC\ f OS 

SurgeProtection _Yes _No
 
Ifyes, type of Surge protection: _
 

Explanation ofdamage: _ 

(OVER)
 



Additional Information 

From: loyalton Road Shop [mailto:srdloy@psln.com] 
sent: Thursday, December 31,20158:41 AM 
TO: TIm Beals 
Subject: Re: sbw # 1 

Chain of events concerning power issues in Sierra Brookson 11-20-15" 

Turbo received a call :rom auto dialer at 2 am,'Uponentei'ingthe subdivision he noti~d street lights going dim then bright " 
, .' 
, . . 

2:30 am loyalton fire responded to reportsof a transformerfire at the $ier~a Brooks sub'statlon.: , 

5:30am spoke with Traviswith Loyalton fire, said while they where responding to fire.street light where as brightas the 
sun 

Zackcamein at 7am said Sierra Brooks also experienced a brown out for almosta hour and a.half 

8:45am called liberty Energy left messagewith engineering of possible problemconcerningour pumpsfrom power 
fluctuations over night 

At'S am Turboand I went to test fire ~mps 

9:10 well two fired and ran fine 

9:30well one fired but has bad vibration 

9:50called Danwith Carsonpump explainedchain of events to him he shared my concern over damageto pumps, 
especially # 1 

10:05am Gailwith liberty Energy returned my call. Gave her a brief recap of events and possible problem. Told her I 
wouldcall pumpcompany to do inspectionsof pumps. Would get back to her if there was a problem. She said she would 
makea notethat I hadcalled. The # she called from was 546~1755 

December 23rd Ken pump technician for Carson pump here to inspectand diagnosecondition of pumpson wells# 1 and 
#2 

Well # 2 performed per specs all in normal working parameters 

Well #-1 Ken relayed tome that he was amazed that the thing Was still operating. Also felt that the Soft start system may 
havesomedamage. Full report of findings to be sent to publicworks Attention Tim 

December 28th Spokewith Briggs electric ( contractorwho installed soft start over summer of 2015 ) explained to them 
chainof events. They agreed they would send a tech out on J 5 th to inspectsoft start 

December 29th Spokewith Dan at Carson schedUled to pulf'pump ecember 12th I 

1 ,.1~ 

.~*Th~UtilityWiUexercisereasonablediligencet()furniShacol'l~lJ()us ·and·sufficientsupplVof 
electncity to its Customers and to aVQi~anyshort~geC)rii~t~rrupti~lltlfdefivt;rythereof. It caQnot,h9wever, 
guarantee completefreedomfrominterruPtk>n.Th~lIt;~it:r\Vin~Qtbeliat)Je~()rinterruptionSdrshortage.of 
su~~,y~norfor any. loss or.dam~geo~casioned t~~~b~'~rlleSSO~~sione~.b¥negligence. or Wrongiu'aet·of the 
Utll.lty. .(Rule ~o.14 of ~Iifornla Ta,..ffParagriiP~A.)·*ltA.(JilJotT1f:t(J qDjl1)s~l'artment ..LibertyUtjlities 
CDliformaPacifjc Electnc Company.933f/(JiseAve South LakeTahoe;CA96150 



Payee BRIGGS ELECTRIC, INC 109645
 
Vendor 10 9542 Account #: 21512016
 

-~_. __._. _. -._-- 
I Invoice --r--Involce Dale--·· --I ·------::O:-e-scrlplio-n---.---.-.· Amount , 

I
 

/27387 21512016 repair well 1 $2,500_00 ! 

: 

i
 
I
 

I
 
I
 

'[
 

Total: $0_00 $2,500.00 

jl~~!It~~~ 
······~~~D ~1~AAti~~AJ~~~:~~pll~ 

... •• ••• ..to 

109645
 

0210512016
 

$2,500_00 



) Briggs Electric" Inc. Please remit payment to: 
14381Franklin Ave. 5111 Convair, CarsonCity,NV 89706 ~ 
Tustin, CA 92780 

(775) 887-9901 Ph. (775)887-9454 Fax 
RECEIVEDLie. #; NY CZ-41943, B2-57351,CA C10·297836 

i!\N ? 5 ?n16 
Invoice 27387 SIERRA COUNi'I 

Bill to: 

Sierra Brooks Water System
 
Public Works Office
 
P.O. Box 98
 
Downieville, CA 95956
 

Invoice #: 27387 Date: 01/18/16- ._- .._".~.-

Payment Terms: Due Upon Receipt
 

Customer Code: SlE08
 

DEPT. OF PUBLIC WORKS 

Job: 27387 
ReplaceSoft Start 
Sierra Brooks Water System 

Loyalton, CA 

Customer P.O. #: 

Salesperson: 

Remarks: Replace Soft Start Per Bid Complete-See attached for details 

Descriotion Quantity 

Per Bid Complete-See attached 

U/M Unit Price 

Subtotal: 

Extension 

2,500.00 

0.00 

2,500.00 

Total: 2,500.00 

5~LV- L111 
tV Iff _ '~;l 0 ~'D d-.O 1 - 1>0\0 .... 10\D 
lY\ \~C- ~ I ~ glJ ~ 

Page: 1 



BrIggs Electric, Inc.
 

January 5,2016 

DennisfToribio 
Department ofPublic Works 
Sierra Brooks Water System 
P.O. Box 98 
Donnieville, CA 95936 

Re:	 Sierra Brooks Well #1 
Soft Start Failure 

Dear Dennis and Toribio: 

On January 5, 2016, we visited your Well #1 site to troubleshoot the problems relating to the voltage 
spikes you reported. Upon investigation it was determined that the voltage spikes are caused from when the 
transformer blew up. This caused the soft start for the Skata controls to fail beyond use. The soft start will need 
tobe replaced. 

The cost toreplace the soft start, including labor is$2,500 including labor and material. 

Regards, 

Briggs Electric, Inc. 

.&~ d. }JIkJiJ4-1 
Grace Martin 
Service Department 



__ 

DAILY MATERIAL
 
a LABOR RECORD .Page _-,--_ of_-,--_ Pages

Briggs electric. Inc. 
Carson City, Nevada· (775)887-9901 • C-241943 

DATE 1- "S - Il~ 
JOB NAME S i e.r- r A tp.y.oo \<.5. JJa.11 ~ I 
JOB # :::2 -, ~" 1 
FOREMAN --------~-___I 

NOTE: 
1)List ALL Material installed today. 
2) List and Code ALL Labor used today. 
3)Tum in ALL packing slips. 
4)Turn in lists daily· COMPLETE. 

DESCRIPTION OF WORK PERFORMED 

ALL MATERIALS INSTALLED 
QUANTITY DESCRIPTION 

I 50++ S+PtI2--+ BOA 208-2~D/ 
L EXTENSION 

~ I DOD -

,ftx 

NAME 

2.0'/ m~klJ~ 
r 

r 

Di SCo VA'j 

DATE HAS. CODE NAME 

. 

F 2/5. '2.0 

-

' 

I 

TOTAL , 1r2 5 DO 6.2. 

DATE HRS. CODE 

AUTHORIZATION----'---"~---'=- _FOREMAN 



Payee CARSON PUMP 109945
 
Vendor 10 6244 Account #: 3/4/2016
 
i_'-_..__-~ -inv-o-ic-e---~!-Invoice-Oa-te--T----- ~--_ --DescriPtio~n~-~-'--~-'-------_~_ A~o~nt-·--i 

13775 3/4/2016 repair pump $6,354.00 I
 

Total: $0.00 $6,354.00 

109945 

03/04/2016 

$6,354.00 



Carson Pump InvoiceP.O. Box 20159 
Carson City, NV 89721-0159 Date Invoice # 

1/2812016 3775 
n 
io 

Bill To 

Sierra County Public Works 
P.O. Box 98
 
Downieville, CA. 95936
 

RECf:., ...

FEB 02 2016 
SiERRA COUNTY .'_ 

DEPT. OF ?OBUC WOR""~ 

Terms ProjectP.O.No. 

Net 30 Well #1 

Qty Rate AmountDescription 

1 900.00 900.00Mobilization and Demobilization from Carson City to Loyalton 
1.554.00222 7.00Remove and reinstaH222' of 3" drop pipe with Grundfos submersible pump 
3,800.001 3,800.00 New. Grundfos 230 volt, 3 phase, submersible motor (sin 1100-PC-P21423) 

1 100.00 100.00#4/3 splice kit and tape 

~ 'OLD - ~:l~ 
I 7011 

<9. 0 1 - Gb fO _

\~ kJ.* 
Thank you for your business. Subtotal $6,354.00 

Sales Tax (7.1%) $0.00 

Phone# 

n5-888-9926 

Total $6,354.00 

Payments/Credits $0.00 

Balance Due $6,354.00 



Run Date: 
E'iscal Year: 

Selection Criteria: 

03/10/2016 
2016 \ 
See rover 

11:32:09am 

Page 

Sierra County 
Department of Public Works 

Cost Accounting Management System 
Timecard Audit Trail 

Page 1 
By: LRC 

Date Activity Code Reg Hrs Reg Rate Project Vehicle Eqp~ Labor Charge Ovrhd Chg Total Charge "C:.::o:.::mm=e"'ne:-t=- _ 

11/20/15 DATE 
50 EMPLOYEE: Marsh, Dennis 

11/20/2015 0300-00210 
* 50 Subtotal 

** 11/20/15 Subtotal 

1. 00 
1. 00 
1. 00 

56.3261 0310000-5040 0028 56.33 
56.33 
56.33 

14.98 
14.98 
14.98 

105.31 
105.31 
105.31 

5-5a sierra brooks water 

12/23/15 DATE 
50 EMPLOYEE: Marsh, Dennis 

12/23/2015 0300-00210 
* 50 Subtotal 

** 12/23/15 Subtotal 

3.00 
3.00 
3.00 

56.3261 0310000-5040 0028 168.98 
168.98 
168.98 

44.95 
44.95 
44.95 

247.93 meet 
247.93 
247.93 

carson pump/check system 

12/29/15 DATE 
50 EMPLOYEE: Marsh, Dennis 

12/29/2015 0300-00210 
* 50 Subtotal 

** 12/29/15 Subtotal 

1. 00 
1. 00 
1.00 

56.3261 0310000-5040 0028 56.33 
56.33 
56.33 

14.98 
14.98 
14.98 

105.31 
105.31 
105.31 

sierra brooks water 

01/05/16 DATE 
50 EMPLOYEE: Marsh, Dennis 

01/05/2016 0300-00210 
* 50 Subtotal 

** 01/05/16 Subtotal 

2.00 
2.00 
2.00 

56.3261 0310000-5040 0028 112.65 
112.65 
112.65 

29.96 
29.96 
29.96 

176.61 
176.61 
176.61 

meet with electrician 

01/18/16 DATE 
50 EMPLOYEE: Marsh, Dennis 

01/18/2016 0300-00210 

* 50 Subtotal 
** 01/18/16 Subtotal 

1. 00 

1. 00 
1. 00 

56.3261 0310000-5040 56.33 

56.33 
56.33 

14.98 

14.98 
14.98 

71.31 

71.31 
71.31 

SIERRA 
PUMP 

BROOKS WATER CARSON 

*** Grand Total 8.00 450.62 119.85 706.47 

*** END OF REPORT *** 


	Liberty Utilities.Claim

