USDA United Sgates Forest Taboe National Foresd 15924 State Highway 49
= Department of Serviee Yuba River Ranger Distriet  Camptonville, CA 95922
C_ [ ve—— | ' 530-478-6253

File Codes: 1950

IDate: August 4, 2016

Deer Interested Citizen:

The Forest Service, Tahoe National Forest, Yuba Rives Rasrger Disimict is secking comments on the Caf Ida Trail
Project Preliminary Envisommnental Assessment. The Call Ida Traill Project proposes to construct a new multi-use
motorized single-track tail conmecting the Cal-1dz erea to the greater Downieville trail system. The comection
would successfully link the Hall’s Ranch tsail to the Chitrmey Rock trail. The conmection would also provide access
tothe Fiddle Creck Trail and Trailhead near Cal Ida Canyperownd. This wonld provide additional recreationat
opporunites while mitigating rpacts to narwal resousces such 2s wildlife, watershed and soils, as well as
reahgming existing wail segmenss to provids for a susiamable wail systew, address erosion coneesns, aﬂd improve
trail nser experience.

The 20 mile project area encompasses national forest lands, located west and northwest of the commumity of
Bownieville, and nornk of the Indion Valley avea (T19N,ROE; TZON, RO&I0E; and TZIN; RI0E; Muliple Sccs.),
notth of Hwy 49 off Cal-lda Rd and pasaliled to Forest Road 25, all within Sierra Cownty.

The prehminery Cal Ida Trail Project Envizommentel Assessment ie avasieble for review at the Yube River Ranger
Districy, 15924 Higlhway 49, (Campmmiﬂe CA 95922, oz, on-line at:
THIDTHTS. U808 SOV DIUjee IS anoe iant M Enavemnent DIOJEcEs .

This project is subject to the pre-decistonal adminisizative review (objection) process pursuant to 36 CFR 218,
Subparis A and B. Ouly those whe sulbmit tmely and projeci-speciific written comments dwimg 2 designated

. opporiumity for public commnent ave eligible to e a subscoment objection. Individuals o5 representatives fiom an
eniity submittng timely and project-specific written conmments must sign the comments of verify identity upon
Tequest.

The Forest Service willl accept commments on this propesat for 30 days following the publication of the opportumity to
commennt legal motice in the Umon (Gease Valley, CA), which is the exclusive means for caleulating the comment
period. Commentess should not rely upon dates or tmefrome inforneaion provided by any other source. It is the
cormmnemer s responsibility to ensvze that their conuments ave received by the Forest Service in @ timrely manmer (36
CFR 218.25).

Written: comments should be submmitted to: Yuba River Ranger District, Atm: Cal 1da Trail EA; Yuba Rives Ranger
District, 5924 HWY 49 Camptonwitle, CA 96922. Commmnents may be submitted by FAX (530) 288-0727 o5 by
hand-defivery 1o the address shown above during busimess hours (Monday-Saturday 8:00am to 4:30pm). Electronic
comments, in common {.doc, .pdf .wf] o5, et ) fosmass, may be submiiied to: FS-comments-pacificsouthwest-
tshne. wihariuerd®fe St i with Subject: Cal 1da Trall EA. Names of conmnentess will be pest of the public record
subject to the Freedom of Information Act.

For additional information, contact Paud Havt at the Yuba Rives Ramger District; (530) 478-6353.

Smc;ercely,

{

KAREN L. HAYDEN
District Rageger

O
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The Forest Service is seeking comments an the Cal lda Trail Preject Preliminary Envirenmemal Assessmemt. The Cat
tdz Trail Project proposes to construct a nevwr mulli-use motorized single-track trail connecting the Cal-lda avea to
the greater Downieville trail system. The cannection would successfiully link the Hall's Ranch wail to the Chinmmey
Reck traill The cannection would also provide access te the Fiddle Creek Trail and Trailhead near Cal ida
Campgrawnd. This would provide additional recreational cppartunities while misizgating impacts o natura]
resources such as wildlife, weershed and sails, as well as realipning existing Wall segmenrts o provide for 2
sustaimable trail sysiem, address erosion concerns, and improve trall user experience. '

The 20 mile project area encompasses national forest lands, located west and narihwest of the community of
Downieville, and north of the tndian Yalley area (TISN,RSE; T20N, ROBIOE; and TZ2IN; RIOE; Muliple Secs.), worth
of Hhuy 49 off Cal-tda Rd and parallel to Forest Road 25, all within Sierva Cournty.

The preliminary Call ldka Trail Project Envivonmental Assessment is availalble for review ot the Yuba River Ranger
District, 15924 Highway 48, Camptonville, CA S5922; or, an-line ai:
http://is.usda.gov/projecis/tahosflandmanagement/projects .

'ﬁlis jpreject is sublject 1o the predecisional administralive review {ohiection) process pursuant to 36 CFR 218,
Sulbpaits Aand B. Only those who sultimit timely and project-specific wiitten cammments during 2 designated
aepporiunity for pulblic comment period are efigible to file a sultseguent objection. Individuals or regreseniatives
from an entity submitling timely and project-specific written comments must sign the conmments or verify identity
DD FeCuesE.

The Forest Service will accept comments on this progosal Tor 30 days follewing pulblication of this opportusity 1o
commert legal notice, which is the exclusive means for calculsting the cormment pericd. Commenters should nat
rely upon deres or timeframe informaRion provided by any cdher somree. B is the commemer’s responsifiility to
ensure that their comments are received by the Forest Semnvice in a timely manner (36 CFR 228.25),

Wirittem commemts showld be submitied to: Yuba River Ranger Distvict; At Calilda Trail Project EA; 15322
Highway 49, Camplomville, CA 95922. Commernts may b submitted by FAX (530) 288-G727 or by hand-delivery to
the address shown albove during business hours. {(M-F 8:08am to £:30pm). Electronic coriments, in commion (doc,
.pel, e, ook, ete.} formats, may be suhmitted to: FS-commems-pacificsouthwest-talice-yula-river@fs.fed.us with
Subject: Cal lda Trail Project EA. Names of cammenters will be part of the public record subject to the Freedom of
information Act.

For additional information, conmact Paul Hart ar Bennis Stevens, st the Yulbes River Renger Bistrict; oy, call (530)
&73-6253.
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1n uccordance vith Federal civil rights lavw and US. Deparment of Agricuiture (USDA) el rights regulotions ard
policies, the USD4, s Agencies; offices, and employees. and instiniivy:s participating i or adainisterizg USDA
programs are  profibiied from discriminating based o7 race, color national onom.,rebgmiz. sex. cmdzrm
{including g gender expression). sexual om.')z!a!wn, a‘lsablbn' age marital Stafus; famzlufuwmd sianss, income devived
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or aﬂmly cmzdzwted or ﬁwded A fno1 all bass apply 10 gil progrins). Revie and complaint filing zk@:ﬁme:{ .
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Persoms vith (isabllme.\ /0 require allemam'e means of cormurication j:’Jr pmg‘am ﬂybmmm feg, Brmﬂg Iaroe
prini. mﬁoﬂzpe American Sign Lﬂnguaga. et} shonld ¢ tomary b respmbleAgmor USD4’s TARGET Center at
(202 72632600 froice ard T7T) or comacy USD4 roiig JﬂzeFe eral Relay Servic a:{&ttﬂ) 877—8339 Additionally,
program information may be made available in laz;gazanes oﬂter rhtm Yish

To fife a program discrizination complaiit, complete ﬂze USD4 ngnm crimingtion Co
Jound onfine at hitp/fwww.ascr.usda.govicomplaint._filing-cust.html. ar,'d al any. USDA oﬁice orivrne a letter aa‘.’amssed
to USDA and provide in ihe letter all of the informaiion requested 2 the form. To request a copy of tie complaint form,

- call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or leiter 10 USDA by: (1) mail: US Departoent of Agricnlinre, Office -
of the Assistant Secretary Jor Civil Rights, 1400 Independence dvenne, SW, Washingion, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) frx= (2025 - -
6007442 or [3) email- program.intake@usda.gov .

USDA is an equal opportivily provider, employer and lender.
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ONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
. forthe
Call 1da Trail Project

USDA Forest Service — Tahoe National Forest — Yuba River Ranger District

Project located in Sierra County, California

Chapter I — Purpose, Need, and Proposed Action
Introduction/Backeround

The Ferest Service is proposing to construct a new mulb-use metorized smgle-track tradl connecting the
Cal-Ida area to the grezter Dowmeville tral systers. The comection would sgecessiully hnk ibe Hall’s
Ranch tradl to the Chianmey Rock tral. The vonmection would alse provide access to the Fiddle Creek
Trail and Trailhead nezw Cal Ida Campperovnd. This would provide additionsl recreational opportunitics
while mitigating mapacts to matural resovices such as wildhfe, watcrshed amd soils, as well as realigmng
existing trail segments to provide for a sustamable treal system, address crosion concerns, and mprove
trail user experience. This action is consisien with Forest Plan managemnet direction in the Fakoe
National Forest Land and Resource Monogenrent Plow (1990) as amended by the Sierva Nevadas Foresi.
Plan Amendment Record of Decision (SNFPA ROD 2004). The mane of the project is the “Cal Ida

Trail.”

Dowmeville Califorma is a weorld fmnons bub for metercyclist amd movmizen bike il opportumities
available om the National Forest System Lemds o surround the sven. This project will smalyze and
docwment the enviromnental eflects of 2 proposal to constract 2 muli-use motonzed single-irack trail
(Cal Ida Traul) thet would conpect the rail network suwrrounding Cal Ida to the grester Downieviile traal
system.

The 20 mile project avea encompasses nativnzl forest kmds, located west and novtlrwest of the

mmumty of Dewmeville, and north of the ndian Valley zrea (TI9N,ROE; T20N, RO&I0E; and
T2IN; RIOE; Mmﬁhpﬁe Sees. ), morth of Hiwy 49 off Cal-Ida ]R@l and paraile] to Forest Road 25); alt within
Sierra Coumty.

Purpose and Need

@vewtheﬁasﬁsev@aﬁym@m@em@@@masmdymmmm@mﬂm@ﬂﬁmiSanmwﬁnﬁchﬁs
causing user contlicts on the cwrent tisl system. The demend for additionz] trails and secreations]
ewmmswmdﬂmﬂh@mbwwﬂmsmm@cmmoy% . Because of this keavy wse,
many issues have awisen meluding the defernorating condition of sysmmmmhm—«ysﬁem franis as well as
mmﬁmmfwmmmvmmmmme wﬁm@mﬁm@wﬁ&m@n@@m
mmm@@naﬁ@spmeme@mdve@@m@mm

The of the Cal-Ida Tral project is to lresmmd to resowee impacts ffom mcreasing and changing
demands for trail wse and other motorized dispersed recreztion om Nattonal Forest System lands, to

Cal Ida Trail Preject Envivomnentzl Assessment . _ 3
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Chapter 1l — Allternatives Considered

Alternatives

Alternative A — Proposed Action

This altcrnative is the Proposed Action, as presented in Chapier 1 {See page 4) of this envitonmemnial
assessment. Below is a of the project reaiments.

Table 2-1. Alternative A — Cal lda Trail Project Treatment Summary.

e S Treatment 00w L Tptal Treatoent Miles |
Hmssmgla-&mr}kTmilmmmm L ' f 20

il'milwamummmeml: nemt) o lessman] _ :
FTotal . - o R . | N

All proposed activiics wonld adhere to the Stndards :nd Guidelines contained within the Takoe
Nationol Forest Lowd and Resomrce Momagememnt Plom (1990) as amended by the Record of Decision for
she Sierra Nevada Fovest Plan Amemmem {(2004). Proposed management activilies are consistent with
the apphicable forest-wide and land allocation-specific simdards :md gnidelines described in the 2004
SNFPA ROD (pp. 49 timough 6@) Alernanve A is consisient with the Tohoe Navionaf Forest Lond ond
Resource Manogement Plon (LRMP), as amended (36 CFR 219.19 (@)I))

Alternative B - (No Action)

This alternative does not implement amy of aciions proposed. No new trail construction would be
accomplisked. No trail relocation/reahgmment wonld be completed. New-trail signage would not be
mstalled.

Under this aliernative, rontine knd steweadship, ircluding fire suppression, mimmal 1oad and/or trail
mamtepance, oF ofher adurmstrative activities that address threats 1o life and property, would continue.

Management Reguirements under Aliernative A
In response to both imternal and public comments on the proposal, management requirements were

developed to reduce or prevent some of the poleitial epacts ithe various proposed actions may cause.
The following menagement reguirenzents would be applied to Altemative A. .

! 1982 Planming Rule veder which: (e enisizing Fovest Plam wes developed.

Cal Idzn Frael Project Envinommental Assessmmens 7



Table 2-2. Cal Ida Mine Tr=#l Projeet Management Requirements *

w@mM;mm énecmry new
mmmmmmmsymmm

i o
i

j?m oulfure] resounnss wﬁm;mmdamm%ggedé
| conrol aess. Despnate sies on the ground priorie |

',wxm Trail Constinuciion Team antior Archeseciogist

Lo | woutd walk gl e sites prior to st of

el m«ﬁmm&a . _

i
\

'Amgmmgmmmmemﬁmam%mam

! ontrecEl) apereting oifread must be free of
3 imahﬂﬁéﬁMMMWmmgmmp@m
k| res, Eouiinmant will be considered clean whan

|| visual inspection ¢oes not reves) so, seeds, plant
1 }m@mm@m.mwma

| 2 xarde wesiing Si=ion or steam-clegrning feciffity |

=t :
Do moit si=ge eguipme or aews in edstem TES or |
| TN wetelh list ocoumenees dusing constuecion.

'E'E:mmmmme}e@gazﬂummmmgnﬂmmm

].%msmemraw&

;ﬁvﬂ gr=val, egoregEts, Bl mmufch, Sopscl, erasion .
) | conennl meiEnals and oiter consiucton meterds are | Layoudh
SRR @iﬁaﬁﬁmﬂa&u@aﬁ-ﬁa Wmlmmmm g
5sm mmmmmm '
| sowress ihel heve been canfied =s weed-fres. i
;F@M%Mﬁmg&sﬁmﬂ;mﬁm&}m ;
» Pariod for =il corsinucion so that ectiviies donat |
- || ooy from FebrEny 15 grough September 15 i
L |Hurd=ss sumveys dstl=wine el $1s 15 not necessary)

|l im0 the Fcliowing ireil sogmants. Within Ssction24
SV and Section 25 NW %, Township 20N, Range |
oE .
W@mm@mawmemm
c@m@ma@mmm@wmm&em
EE @]m CIPE] G
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is,"| Design wﬁi;mws«e crossings 1o avoxd ;i'xvers;on of
| fow down the trell showld the crossing fail. -

' @nd ievel, or reverse the grade if possibie.
Ls

] .| instel) oross drainage (cut-off walerbregks) &t

o | Crossings o prevent waler and sediment from being

- charnineled directly inlo walercourses.
| Locate aut-oif waterbreaks as close to the cressing

sijtmewaierwwse

) % Anvnor Sieep crossing approaches with siable

g aw;eg&e or treil-hardening materials.

g possibie without being hydrologically cannetiedto |

scommissioned fral secions, mamisin at least
_gmpe:wuﬂeﬁmsmlmvermiomrﬁer )

Trai Construction
' Team

7| Follow BMPs 47.14.7.8. (Lisied below)

every irree years. 1 &lso requires iemporanﬁy close

E""'”BMP4?’&Sxexgxm%ia'aﬂxmm’ionngonw"!msl T

trzs thet pose immediate significant threals o water "

1

A
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T ¢ to the ajbme listed i requarernents, the following Bl\dﬂ’?s 10 prodect water quality
zmd riperian resourees, lisied mfl@w W@mﬂd be ﬁaﬂﬂ@n@@l

Table 2-3. Call Ida Trail E’mji@m Best Management Practices (BMPs)

off Applicable BMPSs

1.3 Determimmg Stafzee Erosiom -%P%%Wm-pﬂ@mm&nw@ﬁmwmw mm?@rm@; am
Hazazd - omsite evaluation is condncted to delommme the need for evoston
' . contzel mezswmes. Whese ihe hazeand is predicied to be “Iigh ™ or
“vepy high™” aresion-conto]l mezsmes 2ne necessary {0 rednee the
. potentizd sisk of aceclerated ervsion to a low or medsaie leve.
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Wt Oty Provection Needs

“Na?ar—qm&ﬂy m;es‘mﬂbeumgma@ﬁmum sale
aﬂ@aﬂmmmm%mp .

| Peviod of Project Adiviies

| 1.5 Limitine fire Operating f ] Fnoit: W?@M”Wﬂ]bﬁ@ﬁﬂt@&ﬁiﬁtﬁﬁmm
| to spesified porieds when adverse eovmommenial effects are

- wltifiedy. This com be nsed to close dowa epesations dee to the

. saimy sezson High water, mgﬁhﬁwmmmam&&zm
{0 PIOSC] TSSOUNELS.

' 1.6 Protecting Unstaide Lands

. Where vnstable londs are delmented, meymeﬁa’saamafmtable |
. fonest lends and ave reciossibed as unsumizhle fovest land.

- 1.13 Erosion Prevention amd
;mewmw
Aot S

| Bgripmment will 2ot be operated when grovnd conditions are sech

» eomisel work regned wall be admsted 1o ground and weather

EmﬁﬁmwiﬁaMMBmﬂmc@m@ﬁm@ﬁmﬁmaﬁ;
mmmﬂ: memizen. Eresion-conol wosk reqused by the
' comtract will be kepl coment. At certain times of the year this

;msahﬁy #f precpizgon 1< ikely, or at least wedkly when

| precipitztion 13 predicted for the weckend.

. 1.19 Stmemm cowse sl Agpatic
" Protection

| Condea manapement acions o provids mmobstrecied passage of
| stemmiiosy and conirol sedmmewt and othey polietents enterimg
 SITSEED CRISES.

' ond Usizaien

R@mﬂmmmfmm@mmwmrwmm@
. consrnchicon and nse, and enforcemant of conact aud sale
ﬁm&mmﬁ%ﬁmmﬁx@aﬁmasﬁemﬁh&yof
Wmm@eﬁmmmmﬁfm%m

| foremen. Use techrigues Bsted. Devdlop and mmplomant Erosion

| Comtrel Plom for water supply site constrectich asd s,

(28 Strezm Crossings

%ehskﬁueahm\gm mfmhﬁh@bgmw@ﬁsmmmeﬁm
ative parseanel o provide :

i ml m@mv and exalpation m mmplcmemiation, as

¢

- 2.33 Egmpres: Refosling ond

| Teamporay sefpehing and servicing will veonr only af epproved
'Hfmmm'sxﬂﬂaﬁmﬁzmmm Develop
; oo s o ensimg frel and dhommcal Inanaze

213 Frosien Caostrol Plam

én.mmﬁ@lp@miﬂ%ﬂﬂdmﬂm
mmmmmmmmmm

- - || Topnt; pregect plamers will be respensibie for fommalatimg
2 °cmmm:8pw&msmdlmmﬁ;gammmmmes for the

‘E‘mmx,mmmm .

F@MWA@&@,@M@MWn
the

V mmuﬂmmsmﬂihxm}rm"ﬂﬁejmﬁm FPEOpIMe
@mm;nmmmmﬂuﬁeﬁmﬁaaﬁemm and

i m@wﬁ@m@mu docrmenis.
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55 Sonl Moisre Lumitanons 100 | The projecs covndmtor witl determinie when optimny soil

Mechanical Eemuprrent ' comdiiions exist, and admimister the operaiion to prevent adverse

Opezations _ ' soill effects, I addition to suspending, or termMnming operations
for contracied projects as soil moistwe conditions warrsms.

7.8 Conmelanve Off-site CWE sescepuibibity evaluations and development of mitigative

Watershed Effects - messames e accomnpbshed through the epvirommenal

focuenentaton process, using an imterdisciplinay approach,

gmded by the Regiomal methodology.

BMP 4.7.1 - Planming

B

a. Areas prone to mass Wasimg,

b. Slopes steeper tham 55 percent,
e. Slopes steeper than 45 pevcem where the crosion p@ﬁ@mnaY is high or extreme,

Limit steep pitches to less thzm 200 fn"@@«a where possible.

Idemtify wail segments cousimg adverse 3 nmymms o waer resources and prioritize mitization Measwres
such as:

2. Relocate existimg trzols or treol segmremts that are in hngh—nsk locations, meludimg SMZs, nparian
a1exs, and mead@w& to restore swizce and subsurface hydrologic function;

b. Reconstruct wails to mmprove, modify, or restore effective drainage;

¢. Upgrade sizemn crossings;,

& Develop or update 2 trzal monagement objective for each trail;

e. Defime the recreation expericnce amd level of difficulty the trail is designed to provide.

f Jdemify current and fotwe needs and uses of cach authorized trail in the trand management objective.
g Determine whether existing trail design standards are adequate to support the defined recreational
experience, and whether mmpacts to waisr, aguatic, and n}mnan TESOUTCES BTE ﬂnk@ﬂy o resull from not
following wal management objectives.

b. Idemnfy trails that ave manzged differcmily amd/@rr are SETVing puwposes @&hm’ tham those identified in
il menmagmpm objectives. Modify the objeciove to match the intended use and memagement of the
tral.

1. Operaie the traol as imtended by the wael mamagemen objectives umtil they are n@wo@d and/or the trail
1s reconstrucied to accommodite different uses.

BMP 4.7.2 - Location and desion

Objective: To reduce the risk tha sediment onginzting from designated OHV trails and OHV areas will
emter watercourses and water bodics by locating OHV trails to mimmize hydrologic commectivity, amd by
incorporating draamage stractues kmo tral design to disperse concentrated runoff.

C'all Iz Troik Project Enwisonznentel Assessiment 33



Esplarzion Pmmm%?mmzkmgmuf@ﬂ?n&ﬂsmwmﬂd,meﬂarhmm
crossmgs (see BMP 4.3)

The & it of sedumem deliveved o a nm@rbmhm m Om*?mﬁl 15 afiecied by mmﬁ' cmm@aﬁxm
&m@@&f@wﬂg‘g@ enmewtivity. Propedy lotted and designed dwirage simactoes disperse concentrated |
Eﬂ Tymealy, Mmmm%n‘ﬂmma@WMMﬁm@mﬁm
mgﬁﬁ&x@mﬂﬂ ¥

1 %W@m@mﬁeﬁaﬂa%@i‘mmﬁm@ﬂiﬂ MSM@M”WS&@MQHW@M
end ey bodics is a fonebon of the:

8. TIEEDET, Wmmﬁdmga@fm@mmgs,

‘Ha volmme zud areygy of concenirated flow leavimg the traal or wea,

¢ ghifity of e mionenveg i to 2bserd or disperse concentratied fow, mﬂ@&k@usﬂﬂpe

gﬂ&@tﬁ@tﬁ@@mm

& m@mmmmmmmmummm

€ amd mrhcren credibaty of the soal.

The fwst fowr of fhese five facts deleumire the hydrologic compectivity berween the trml and the
WESTCOITEE OF Watdd baty. Walcroowsss are 5o muportze! in menagmg the effects of OHVY use on water
apety et they bove 2 BMP of thew own (BMP 4.3)

Techmgres meinded mmsmmmﬂa@mmemdmmmgﬁk
@MW@M@MW@W The sk from CGHV vse czn be managed by ssing the

Jl@m@_
-a lm,ayaﬁsaﬁﬂm@mmh&@bgmcmm
[>% .mﬁ?ﬁfwmﬂcmwﬁ}membﬂmmﬂﬁﬁemm ob_gecm.‘

€ M.imﬂ*ﬁmﬁemmehﬁanﬂﬁﬁnmﬂrhvﬂy :

& l@ccaugﬁnbmﬁm}mmﬂmab&mpnﬁmofﬁﬁﬁma _

& Amd%@mm%mmmb@g&fmmumg@s and
masteiie M@m .

i Aved the capioe, mmmmﬂwmmﬁmﬁs&ma@mmﬂﬂv

‘:zmﬂa
E.mzﬂeﬁeep@aﬂmweﬂmmeﬂﬂma@om—mmﬁcm
ama?eaaiaﬁﬁwm

ﬁﬂ&iﬂD&&ﬂg@ﬁ@R@ﬂﬂﬁ@P@ﬂ@ﬁMﬂﬁ@:D}W@fP@ﬁ@S@%Waﬁm
SHDCITE uommesﬁzmmaﬂ’ﬁvmﬂm@aﬂwﬂ'acebefme

‘,ﬁ@mﬁz&mﬂg’amm :
. Design traals w@mmﬂeeﬁwﬂammmm
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¢. Mimimmize extavznon of stream banks and riperian areas duning constraction.
d Keep excavated matermals out of @s Tloodplamns, wetlands, amd lakes.
e Stabilize adjacent aress dstorbed during construction.

BMP 4.7.4 - Construetion, reconstruction

Chjective. To prevemt oF he discharge of e water bodbes during constroction,
reconstimciion, zud reahgoment of OHV iraals.

. Explemztion: Vegetation and grownd cover is removed during tranl comstruction and reconstruction,
exposing the surface aud subswizee soil to erosion. Temporary and long-iemm crosion control measures
are mecessay o mimpmze erosion and sedment delivery. The risk of cresion zad sedmnent delivery

B Jﬁr@m aal comstructon and reconstruction acbvitics cam be mamaged by using the appropnate techmques
the f@ﬂ@mmm list, admped as mnre@@'ﬁedt@ local smce condstions.

Develop and mpplement am exosion amd sediment contwel plm that describes:

1. Ameunt of vegetative clearimg and amount of soil material (o be moved

2. Proposed erosion comirol measurss o prevent soil detechment and wobihzzton

3. Proposed sediment contrel messures to capture mobilized sediment

4. Proposed sequence of mmplementation for crosion and sediment conol treatmments

Magmtaim erosiom zmd comtrel measures to furction effectively to prevemt discharges of
poliutzuts to surface waters thronghout the project area during trzil construction amd recoBsEUCHOR.

Keep ervsion amd sediment contiol mezswres sutficiently effective during ground distwbence to allow .
rapid closure and site stabilization if wezther condtions detenorate. For each praject, specify 2 raimfatl
poobability threshold (g@maﬂﬂﬁy 30 to 50 percemt, based on Nagional W@aﬁh@r Service local forecasis) at
winch wet-westher s | measures will be installed

Ceommplete alll necessary stabilization measures prior 1o predicted precipitation Wbt @im% result m surface
FEnofl. :

Complete cosion zud contral treatments before leaving project mees for the winter or rainy
SEASO. ‘

Do not operaie equpment when ground condiions could reswlt mas@essmemmmg,mmmﬁ that could
deliver sediment divectlly to watercousses or water bodies.

When constructing teils nezs SMZs, do not permit side cesting of soil into the SMZ.

‘Wm@ﬁr@w slash and orgamic litter 2 the base of fill slopes to trap sedinnent.
Construet OHV rolling, dips when sool moisture is sufficient to allow adequate cmmm@m of OHY

mﬂﬂﬂmgmp@hmmg@smmes

Cal Tozx Traik Project Envivommentall Assessment . 87 -



 Close newily consing redtﬂsfmm“mioaﬂwmnhmgm ofsui]smnmésanddamaaga
siTwTiTes, Se ireads apd Stucieres con betier walhstand OV waffhic.

BW@.WEA—MM&&MP - SRR

Objectine: To redece the sk of sedbmem delivery o waler, ageatic, a@ﬁmmcesby
idemityime watromse cessings and OHV fral segmenis in need of manricnance, by setting priontics
fwmw &m‘@hyz&.@mﬁ'}zmﬂ@wj mmdﬁaﬁﬂs@a&mmcﬁm&md@maﬁm

Explemstion: The Forest Service will schedile systematic monitozing of OHV trails, activities and
ﬁaﬁsm@ﬁaﬁm«mﬂm;ﬁdxﬁem@&mnmﬂq@m agmﬁcandmmws £
adverse waier-grabity effects ave ewwing, o fhere 7S 2 polamisl for subsisntial adverse rmpacts to

weter quality, be Forest Seyvice will take mmmediaie @mu—'«:ﬁme action. Cogreciive actions may mcﬂu@e;
Font ave medt Swmnsted tor

B. ?mwmmmmaﬂﬂmmﬂmm

2 Bemviers and sigrang 1o redisaibmie wse ' ‘
3 Tmpmmydmeofﬁaﬁsmmcm]&mmmmmea&ﬁm
4. Partial or tota] closwe dnd restoration of tralls or areas

5. Redpriion in the nowm), yps, or seasom of OHV mse

Emplamentztion

Domorme speciiic to GHY tmls 15 melvded beye amgm sl A o fhis Wmm
w@m LOTERL b v“'_ . ﬁ__}j

Coatnct G-¥-R Tral Comditon Monionng as desenbed m Revised OHV Trail Monitering Form {GYR
Form) and Traming Guids, IJSDA-}TM Seche, Pacific SW Region, Joly 30, 2004, to identily wrails
2nd WeleRCeueSe CIosSings in need) of muimenmnce mpd o pnmm mmmﬁename acﬁlwne&

Evalrste ol waiercomse crossings rated “red” durng the G-¥-R Trml Cm.d!t-xm Mmﬁomg m
conseliation wiih 2 guatifted watershed speciabst '

Schedee G-¥-R Trad) Comditon Moexiiorng so igh-risk and Bigh-maimenanee tails are monjiored
ammeelly; sthednle the momioring of sigble trails less freguenily, bo not less than every 3 years.

Nomiter a 2 peicent @mpﬂe@fﬁ@@mmm@mﬁaﬁ mmc@mm@m Sampsy
{TRACS) protocol. s

Mwﬁmmeﬁ‘%vemoﬁheOHVBWsmaﬂbﬁm&athﬂnPamﬁc SumhwesiRegmnBMP
cifectivensss MmomMoTing PHugTam. -

DmmgmmﬁﬂﬂvmﬁiﬂsandWMeuﬂm@pmﬁm@mﬁmgwa
sl fma@mﬂmmﬁvw@%ﬁ aranth .OHVme,amdmﬂsegmmm

ma‘m—qmﬂm
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" md@@@ﬂm&%m@mk@@dmﬂbﬁ@&uﬁ%@‘ﬂkm
TRACS tozil eomdition surveys ond eiber peiedic inspections (see BMP 4.7.5) R
ienance io mexmmze fhe time period whn soils are ol opimal messtese levels for

W@aﬁymmﬁ,m@m"m mdmmmmmsams@mhmmmm@mﬁes

(e BREP 4750
Tdennfy the veed for addmoral dremage swciwres, spol Tockieg, of el Bardening 1o protect and
TEZIIR WS, SOERiic, ARd TIRATION TEsIRETLS.

3. Affer majer steamn mgmmmmmammmmm@w
sﬂmmﬁmﬁmmmasmﬁed

2 Clezm oul, Tephin, oF rectnsinoc] drimspe Stoviares that are not fupctionine
[ C’ip‘rmmﬁmommmwmaﬁ&ﬁmoﬂﬁ}mﬂwmm&mmcﬁmemm

4, NMairosenoe ACHVINES
As per Reglona) Foresier™s direction dated Noversber &8 2002, follow the mainienance standards
znd gredetmes i A Field Evalranon of the Use of Small Trail Traciors to Mamiams and
Cogsimact (Y Trxals on Nationa) Forests m Califemna, USDA-Foresd Saw@e Pacific SW

- m Miwe the smallest amonmt @ﬁmﬂmmmm WO RSSO

R@gmmgm 22001, Specifically, these standards and gmdelines are:
2 Use gevithe mﬁmmﬂhﬂrm‘wmaﬂm&em]m
Znd TR ERCAVAHTS.
b Constrnei pew trals vsimg R-3 design stomdards.
¢ Clese newly consimited Hails 1o all nse for one season.
& Commﬁmamﬁmgnmﬁm&
COEIPHNET] mﬁn&aﬁﬂsmu}wmﬁdfmmm

e Bﬁmmmg

:é’ Iﬁwbk@mﬁwaﬁwmmmmﬁﬁaﬂﬁﬂmﬁnamﬂm&
e memﬁ@e@mﬂbﬁmﬂmmfmmﬁmce@fﬁm@lws
Mwmamamimm
h Atizted drammge mmmﬁbamaﬁhﬂmbefmsm:;gm
1. Recycle soil collecied ip rolimg dip emilels into rolimg dip strochmes oF back mto the trail
pirce ol '
i Do ot Blade ontside borms off the trall 25 side-cast work benms back mmto ke wail tread.
& R@mﬂsmﬂmﬂn&smmvmﬁﬂﬂmﬂ%ﬁpmﬂﬁsmﬁm
orinde bams, nod wilh soil bladed from the trall tread. -
R Bk&%ﬁﬂwghaﬂﬁ@mcﬂmnk&mwﬂmﬂmmmmgsmw
mmnﬁmasmﬂ'eﬁaiﬂ,domimb]mﬂemmcmlmk& :

. Rexe piterh ='bynmmg,b‘vjmﬂtbetaﬂmﬁmw]s
mﬂmfmm}aﬂmmﬂsﬁ : '
oot

@ Dmarmamncemmmmes,mdmmawﬂmesoﬂistmdry
& {90 wei for compartion.

' Mziniain trail mﬁmﬁ»nﬂm@aﬂ%:aaﬂmgwm
Ty e mee of OHY rollng dips.

€l 3 Tl Fhejmet Fomaesrpomn] Assessmmenit 2B



g Groom tails as needed with & reck rake to heep drinage @MW@’D@m
5. Operztions
Restriet OHV wavel to designated trasls or designated motor velucle use areas. Emm ter
twals for wse, clear @Tbxsmmcm@um it@ trafhic to avord razdmg.

Close trails or Testrict @)}Wm@wh@mﬁﬁpmmmﬂ for sedmment defivery is gh or durmg
periods when such use wownld hkely ¢ ﬁn@@r@adm@’mmag@ﬁmﬁmas@a]meWﬂ 1.7).

BMIP 4.7.7 - Wet-weather operations

Objective: To prevent or mimisnize the Gscharge of sediment mte water bodies by closimg OHY trails to
traffie when soil strengih is Jow and wail treads and dremage stroctures we suscepiible to damage.

Explanation: Soil strength decreases as motsture mereases. When soil stremgth is low, ORV waific can
lead to wead filwe and damage to draimage structuzes, mchodimg OHV rolling dips. Damage to tral
drammage struchwes mereases the nsk of sediment delivery to watercomwrses and water bodies. Seil is
@asﬂty dmsp]a@@éﬁ when soil strength s low. Under ﬁm@%@ cmﬁmfmm OV traffic : mwmm@mes and en
crossing appsoaches cam resull in direct delivery of sediment.

The suseeptibility of OHY trails to dmmage when soil sirengih is low vamnes witl soill type, exnoumt of
wadtic, and type of velucle. Each OHY mmﬂnmaqme@mﬁmﬂﬁyp@smdm@@pﬁﬁﬂﬁm
peiterns that determnme the appropuiate implementaion techiagques t© mpacts o water
resources durimg wet weather,

Implementation: To manage the ]p@temﬁzﬂ for sediment delivery from OHV use when soils e wet, the
Forest Service will use its anthesity wmder 36 CFR Section 261 to close designatied ORIV trails and areas
to velicular wavel. "E}msmmsﬁbemeo@mmﬁ}y by & givem dete, o be based om local conditions such as
precipiiztion, or mezswements of soil trafficability. Use the following iecimigques, as approprzte for
local @@mdmmms, to mzmage OHV twaal systems umder wet weziher conditions:

1. Develop a wet-weather management plam.

2. @wm%@m@waﬁmWMWh@mwﬂmsm@bﬁym@aﬂyEﬁgh } sedimmentation
18 Iikely to oceum, or

3. Close trails for a core period when soil moisture is expected to be ngh, and extend the closure
peniod as needed, based on precipitztion or soil wafficability, or

4. Determime the levels of soil strength and moistore at wihich OHY el ¢ begims to ocour
for typical traffic, and d@se trzals when measurements of soul stremgth pxm’hm a mgﬁm risk of
damnage to dramage struetures and trail eads.

Idemtify bemchmnark locations where measurements of precipiiation or suil trafficability will be teken to
determune when trails will be closed.

Idemtify tracks, or loops of trals, with similsr conditions that can be selectively closed

Ldentify and reroute of recomstruct el segments thet cause entire twail sysisms to be closed because they
retam moisture longer them is typical for the tratl system.

€Cal K Trail Projest Environmmental Assessment : 2%
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Few sites willl require alll ten steps. A mose complete descapion of each step 15 included m the
report. Additiona] miemnanen on restonng OHY-damaged meas cem be found m Restoraton of
Off-thghway Degraded Landsezpes (m press) USDA-Forest Service, Sen Dinmas Technology
and Development Cemter 2008

2. Restoration of Watercourse Crossings.

Restoration of watercourse crossimgs shonld be dome wader the dvection of —or afier
consulimg—a gualified watershed specialist. A permit may be requived #f m~chanmel work 1s
Whem restoring OHV watercowrse erossimgs, follow these general guidelines s appropriate:

a. Remove all traml-hesdemimg izls and £, and restore the chamme] bottom te its matural

b. If mecessany, replace herdemmng material in the charmel with cobble smmmla m size to the

¢. Restore crossimg to ensyre et susrface rumoff does not reach the watercourse.
d If mecessary to divert rumoff from crossing approaches, mstzll cutoff waterbreaks as close
to the crossing as feasible without ereating hydrologie connectivity.

T e To the extent possible; reshape the streambeamks to their former netural comntonu.
£ Stebilize end revegetate the srezmmbamlks.

€al Idz Trail Project Environmrentall Assessmient 2%
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Chapter 1l — Environmental Conseynences

Introduction

Thos chapter discloses the potemival @@ o irnpacts of the altematives described m C'}mpl@r i}
Chapter Il provides the smemmm am“ﬁ mﬁ b%;s foor the @@mmpﬁmsm of the envvmmenial
conseguences of the altermatives d in Chapter .

This chapier Gscusses the comse qrences by resowee area (3.¢., botany, fisheries, fuels, vegetation,
wildlife, ste.) as needed that are relevamt to | meid@irmﬁi@dissm as well zs the elemens of the
findimg of no significant mapact (FONSE). Thas compares the COMSUINCES @ 'iTﬂ@ alternalives,
and provides ewd@m@arm@]mmﬂlysmsm@wh@ﬁmt@ prepars am environmmental impact statement
or 2 finding of no sigmificant impact. The specialist’s reports, mentioned M@’f/wmcmpmaﬁm}v
reference m this @@mm @Y@i@m@eﬁ amalysis of the conseguences of the altematives. They are
located m the project file a the Yuba River Ramger District amd are available wpom reguest. '

Effects relative to Finding of No Significance Impaet (FONST elements

Im 1978, the Council om Enviermentz] y published regulations for implementmg the National
Emmmmmmmmm Policy Act @EEPA)» 'Mn@se: mmﬂaﬂn@m (40 CFR Parts 1500-1508) mc]mo]@d a defimition

f “sigmificant™ asuscdm\HEPA The deven clements of ths defimon are critical to reducmng
pﬁp@m@*k theowgh use of 2 finding of e sigrficant Tmpact (FONST) when an action would ot have a
sigmficant effect on the @zuwmmmem, and is therefore excmpt from requirements (o prepare an
envirommental impact stetement (FIS). Significance as wsed i NEPA considerations of context
amd the tenm elements of mtensity as follows: . .

(2) Context: Significance of an aetion must be apalyzed in several contexts such as soeiety as a
whole (humamn, mrmxmm]ﬂ)), the affected region, affected interests, and the locality. Significance
varies with setting. Ir the ease of a site-specific action, significance would wsually depend upon
the effects in the locale rather than in the world as a whole. Baoth sﬂmﬂ- and lopg-term effects are
refevant.

The @@m@m of the proposed action is limted to mmer, local, shori-term effects within the area. No
sigmificant effects, either lomg or shost term, regional or socictal, are anticipated.

The local comtext of the proposed action is haited to the northwestem portion of the Tahoe National
Forest, m locations shown on the attached maps (Sce Appendix A). The TNF is comprised of
approxmmzicly 800,000 acres of mational forest kmd  This project’s e represents less thm ons percent
-of the total Forest kmdbase. Project activities would occur over o selztively short tme pertod, with the
mechamzed portion of e trzil construction, imn all probakbility, hmtied to 2 thee yeor conwact. Other
project activities would, most likely, all be @:@m]bﬁe@'ﬂ within three to five years of the decision. Also, all
these tasks sre done scasonally, mot yew-sommnd. Thes, u@mswfﬁln@amﬁmﬁdmﬁhew@m@iamm
affects & very small portion of the kadbase over a relagvely short timefeame. Even in the comiext of
seasonality amd duration of activities, analyses prepared for this EA mdicate that the proposed aciion
would not pose significamt short- or long-term effects on forest resourees.
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miles of trail in the yellow ar red conditon for the condition codes rehating to tread e - The
GYR form is designed to rate segiments of firanl conditon. Green Gl segmends have fummﬂmm]

water conirol, no accelerated erosion off traal, mmz] mnmnal wead weay, Y@M@W meary have
msmwﬁﬁmcem waterbreaks, 7ill erosion mnd/or sediment deposition cccurming &t w&ﬁ@x@w&k outlets, or

tread incised & to 12 mehes. Red segments h&me waterbreaks thet noe longer divert romefl from the
tratl, gully erosion occurmme o waterbreak ouilets, or treed meised greater then 12 mehes.

Hyédrology desived conditons aue noet if tranl water control is sefficient to prevem hydrologic
comectvity. The hydrology mdicator is miles of trail hydrologically connected.

Cumulative watershed effects (CWE) are (he combined effects of past, presemnt, and fumre land
IARAZCTREH] a@imwmes within & watershed that mey affect the watershed's souetwe or process. The
CWE ém@]ysxs Sar er of assessment memad\s at mmm]ﬁe scales. The most site-specific
BSESSIIEn msﬁhe m&m mIP&‘a assessments that assess dﬂ@w vzl fox adverse CWE by
compering, the current E@wﬁ of watezshed disturbance to an of "the wpper lmit of watershed
E@Iemm@ to externally apylicd factors spch 2s climate and knd use,” called the Threshold of
Concern (TOC). The Equvalant Roaded Acre {ERA) is wsed as the standardized of measwe for
Tamd distarbance md the comrent fevel of watershed dishwbamee is expressed as “pereem ERA”. The
curTent “percent ERA” of 2 watershed is compared to the TOC to provide am assessment of CWE
poteniial. ERA coefficients axe 1 for new trail construction.

The TOC does not W@mﬁiﬂm@ exact pomt at which cummlztive watershed effects will occur.
Rather, zm ERA/TOC approaching or greater than one serves as a“ymﬁ@w ﬂa@ m@hmm of
mereasing susceptinlity for sigmiicant adverse cumulative effeets occurrmg within z watershed
Susceptibility of CWE generallly mcresses from low to high as the level of land m narbimg activiies
merease towards or past the TOC,

The following section deseribes the effects of the proposed m@m {Altermative A) im terms of divect
and mdirect effects.

Direct amd Indirect Hydrologic Effects - Alternative A

. Proposed trail construction could result in minor amowmts of emtering Frddle Creek, Little
Fiddle Creek, Ewcka Creck, ov Goodyems Creek. Amomns of sediment wonld depend om seies of
aceelerated erosion and whether sufficient vegetation exists downslope to fher sediment before
entering the chmel. Generally, duff and fitter below the proposed rowte are very effective for
fﬂtmw sediment. A}I@s to strezan crossings have a kigher potential for sediment defivery.
C@mf@ms. above the tral would ¢ 10 add some svill cover to the tril. Following BMPs would
Timnit the sﬁ@p@smﬂlﬂ@ﬂgﬁhswm s@r@mmmgappxmm@s to deerease the potential for
aceelenated exosion and sedment ariering the chanmel.

Tratl constraction is vrlikely to result B major Topacts 10 Fparisn Ees. N@M@wﬁ@
riparian 2xess were obsarved on the recenily constructed Butcher Rameh conmector trail (used for

c@mpmmm@ PUTPOSESL
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Compacﬁoja of mroposed new bail tead serface would decrease soil porosity and permeability, and
eresse overiand fiow. CMM@MWM%!&MW—M&@M’E@W
gmmam W@Xﬂd pranTRZE the (ﬁﬁm pmmm] R

Bensfivial nies of water from the pojes! sren walosheds isclude domestic, cim!, agrculiural,
md wdesimal power sepply, wildbic and plam habint, supponi of cold water ecosystems and aguat
habnats, and coniac and nop-contan reoeation {CA Water Quality Control Buwd, 2@36) The
mﬂycﬂmwﬁzdm'ﬂ s oot ﬁwﬁt@mm@mmm&m wses.

Eﬁmewmdmm“edwwmahmmemmm
Bmstamﬂ]nﬂneﬁﬁoﬂs]&ﬁm AhmahveA

WWM@MWW@W%MWW@WW9MWWMWW Trail
coxstyurtion wonld remove the iop few inches of sofl and compact the tall tread surface. By desizn,
imﬂumﬂdbemwadﬁmﬂcmm@ﬁe@aﬁﬁmﬁna@dcmstoﬂﬁem
resiliom subsurizre honzons. ’ﬂmsmddn@mydemmsuﬂpmﬁmmnymdwoﬂdbealmb
e Enpect becarst comimeed marerance um}ﬁma emzmm:ﬁ ve@eaanm and soil woeld

' mmemﬂedasﬁ@we@m :

The petertial for soil erosicn wauld increase once soi cover is Temoved. The trail wounld be
designed mimmmop slopes apd provids: for nateral drainage, therefore aceelerated erosion is
expecied to be mimmal. The Bmcher Rench commettor was constrocted with similar design
ﬁm&mﬁz@mmmammwaﬂmmmﬂmmhsmmm
mWCa]khﬁmﬂasWﬂ@ﬁmmsnm]m}wmﬁame}m@dermm '

Dmﬂamﬂhdnmmm Mﬂma‘lmeB '

i}aﬁeﬂm\hémm M@Cﬁ]mTMMﬁm%cmﬂmm There wonld be no
Tmpacts i soil, watey qeally, oF siparan copdlion.

Wildlife:

Em’i‘mmﬁzmmd.mmgeﬁeﬂsm@mﬁﬂ (l: G@@gm@mca] Information System Jayers
{e.g Dignal Onhn@m‘QOﬂs,Sm‘&m&aFmEm Amentrinent Land Aﬁocahms, Forest ]
Vegetation ard Distwrbance layers for public and privale kand, streams, Toads, Califormia spoited owl
and portherm mmmﬁmCmmnmﬁHmengeCmAms), amaﬂphoms,
WM@&BWQM&E E‘nshm@wﬂﬁlﬁemm—spamﬁcsmweyscmﬁmﬁedmaﬂ
oF postions of ilie project aven inctede: Cltifornia spotted owd and northern. goshawk. Sne-specnﬁc
%déainmﬂn@ ﬁdﬁmmhhol@gmsiﬁ, Foresy GESan&:xsamd Fmes& vegeiaﬂonmaps o

Tbefoﬂummﬁsadﬁzmﬂaednm&mﬁcmﬁaﬁveeﬁmﬁm ﬂ}e ahemahvesto
wildlife species m deiail, and they are meorpurated mio this EA by reference: (1) Biological-
Ennlpsiion for Buds, Mammmals, Armmpinbians, Repiles, Fish, and Inverichrales dated July 29, 2016
and (2) Monazement Indheator Species Report dated Jaly 30, 2016. '

T 150 Tram) Projea Ervireanneriz] Assesasmen? e



This Project s within the remge for the Sierre Nevada yellow-legged frog, o foderzily
SPeties. Thmemm;m@fﬁmmam3mﬂ@s@mmwm@%mﬂm$m@w“ﬂ!m
eccur within bebitat for fiis species. Therefore, s preaject will mo affoct the Stewra Mevada yellow-
legged frog. There are no addittoral federally endangered, ilnetened, proposed spevies that rang

wmte the project aree, mor 2my propesed or designated entical hebitet. The Bological AssessIuens for
this Pregect bas detenmmed that there s no effect G aay of the altemmtives to any federalby
protected species. '

The follovwing Regiom 5 Forest Serviee Semsitive Species, or ther habiiat, are present exber prese
or have habitets adjacent to this project. Californmia spotted owl, northam goshewk, Townsend’s big-
cared bat, fimged myotis, and the westerm bumblebee. The location of the new tresl wes plumed so
that 1t weuld effeets to wildlife 2s follows: (1) locuted furiher than @ 25 miles of smy
goshawk er Caliifosmiz spotted owl mest or 1oost, (2) loczted to mmmmze 2nd aveid crossiog Tiparam
areas, (3) avoid steep tesrzim, and (4) be co-located s zs possible adpesnt to existing
mmmmm roads to reduce the distamees to which the new il would 2dd additional noise
dismurbamnces. from metonized velicles. Sumrveys for owls snd gosharwks were conducted ollowme
R@g@@mSpmm@a] for this project to identify amy new territories, @dw]imemm?h@b
occurred, the location of the frail was adjusted as previeusly described ton adverse efiects to

A Biological Evaluztion has determimed thet the zction altermatve: 1) will not affect the bald cagle,
greater sandinil crane, great gray owl, willow flycatcher, pellid bat, American mevten, Pacific fisher,
Sierra Nevadea red fox, Czlifornia wolvenme, westen pond matle, foothll yellow-legged frog, Great
Besin ramshorn snail, black Tagza snail, Lahoman Lake tw clmb, hardhead and California floater, and
2) may afffect, but will not lead to a wend towerd listimg of the Califomia spotied owl, moxidhern
goshawk, Townsend's big-eared bat, fringed myotis snd the western bunablebee.

Alternative B (No Action) — Direct amd Indirect Effects. The No Action Alternative world not
affect theeatened, endomgered, proposed, or Forest Service S@m@ﬂweﬁlmmwﬁ@%?@mm@sm@
ro project actions would be implemented.

Threatened, Endangered, Proposed, or Sensitive Plants and fongt:

Alternative A — Direet, and indireet affects - Based on the Immited scope of the proposed action

{i.c comstruciion of wail <5ft wide using only muang! constroction methods; OHY wse restmeied to
matorcycles and non-motorized users), it is assumed that there will be no effects to any occumences
more than 1008 from the proposed aligmment. There is one TES occwrence within 1005 of the

- proposed aligmment: cremmulzted moomwert (Bewrychinm cramslam) {BOCRTNFI0). K was last
surveyed and fagged m 2016; there were 36 plamis (€2 ach.

There is one Hutclimson’s lewisia (Lewisia kelloggii ssp. lnuchinsonit) ovcurence (LEKERTNF I3,
50 plamts; 1.3 ach that 1s 005t cast of tredl aligmment. It was also flagged for aveidamee durmg
construction staging, thewgh it is mot anticipated that thrs area will be used for stagmg-.

€l Ida Traill Project Environmentel Asscseument ' - 2%



m 2 ficld smveys, smisble babiiat was fornd for ihe following 16 TES botamcal species:
EPSWER MO {Bsﬂydmzm axcendesy; Qmﬂuped moanwert {Botrychiim a:remdanm)'
COSRR THONTWOT {Botryehingm boarig), Mmm S TReomwoT {Botrychimn mimgonense), westerm
-goblin { Besryclim mummmzm), Ezmxe cetrma (Crdemie monticoday, destered lady’s slipper
§Capripediom fasciculatmmy, 1 lady s s}um {Cypripednem momamony; branched collybia
{(Dendrocediybin racempsal, Bme County fritilary (Frivilferia eastwoediacy;, Huchinson’s lewisia
{Lewisia kellogeii ssp. Innehimomily, closed-fhreated beardiongue (Penstemen personainsy; olive
. phacocoliybia (Phacocolivbio olivacea); Siciva blpegrass Poa sierrae); stalked orange peel-fungus
(Sowerbyelia mﬁwm);md Howell's zmschia {72 mse}am howelliiy. No soitable habmat was foumnd
for amy other TE‘S botamical s.pames_

The Cal-1d2 Traad mmﬂnmmeMme&mmmem
oiker Forest Sexvice Sensitive botanical speties. De&mmmaﬁumns@ed@mﬁﬁeﬂack m‘occmmmes
mﬂ&%&mﬁm@k&mﬁ@hmm&mﬁnm&ﬁm '

MmaﬂweB—Bmﬂ,a_nﬂ indirect afferts. The No Action ARlsnative wonld not affect
fesened, endanzeved or propesed planis beoanse 2o project operations woald be implemented
2. The degree to which the proposed action affects poblic heaith or safety.

The diréet effetis of mail constroction and mamtenanee would be that the trails would be'safer for
travel, and safer for foresy visiiors, residents, and Forest Service amnployess.

Tz proposed actions would bave oo other effects to public bealth and safety.
S,Umquze AT \:msuchasyr@mmnvthtmcormkmal

resourees, park kmds. prime famﬁands. wetlands, Wi!ﬂ and scemc TIVErS, OF emloglcaﬁy
eritical areas.

Historic/ Colturol Resonrces- The project ates 13 e hisioric and/or prelisionc sites, bul project
aciions have been designed 1o aveid coltiral resonrce siies ehigible for inclusion in the National
Regisier of Hisiome Places, with the resoh that thae wonld be no diect o7 indiect effects to any
calival resomees eligible for nclosion in the Nagonal Register. Project aciions would fully comply
vath the Naﬁoml Hasmmc Presgrvation Act {NEPA); and ﬁmpﬂmﬁng PIOSTMEALIC agTecinems

Pmﬁmds—%ememmfﬂm&wﬁhmﬂhemeﬂm o

AT

armiands “mamm project arca.

PmueFmIands—Tlmemennm

Weﬂmds- ’ﬂ’ﬁnemojectmdmnmmmmnpeaﬁamsmfm Ra}reman/weﬂandplm
puniies associgied with Streams, setyps, and Springs, nﬁheyms&,mﬂlbepmﬂecﬁeddmmghaﬂ
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Wild and Seenie Rivers- The Forest Service recommended that the Nomth Yuba River be designated
as a recreanon wnd seeme siver, pueswan] to the Wild ind Scenic Rivers Act {Record of Diecisiom for
the Twemty Westsidle Rivers Wild and Scewic River Study Report ond Final Exvironmerial fmpact

Statemeny 1999y ?E@%@@E@@Q%%&H@%@E@gﬁmmmé&ﬁg the Norih Yoba River,

.@EV 53&@@@ firom o a @@ WERS m_da% @au Morth ¥uba River or | froms ﬁﬁaﬁ@ a@ Vismz]
figg: 1 Y W

Ecologically Critfeal Areas- There zre no ccologieally entical areas within the project ares.

4, The degree to which the effects om the human environment are likely to be highly
comtroversial.

qgm%@nﬁw %%@&2@%%@@55% @w@ﬁ.g%@%%@%%g;%% o E@E@g@

?5@@%@&@@?5? ne gmma:d%?mg@%gaw n_?wgwm@%g%w
?B%@@%@ H.@naa@@gn%a@@ acizom, ﬁg g@&a%ﬁﬁ comesns o the E@@%& acHom.

5. The degree to which the E@mwm_%m effects om the human environment are highly mneerisin or
imvolve unigue or unknown risks. ,

%E@?ﬁ&@%@mgﬂa@%%%@a&@sw%ﬁ@gﬁg%qmﬁgzm&@g%%@%
T withowt mCwrTimg signiiicant mm . The results aﬂ@@%&@?ﬁm@rﬂm@@%%@ (TR
CONEOIRRETE E@ﬁa@%@%@@gggg miler pasi praciices. The managerment
TeQEeTICTtS, THSMIoNn Messy %&@mﬁ%@ﬁm@a@aﬁe@aﬁggééﬁmﬂa@a
%%@PW@@&S@%%@E@Q&%@%E@Q%@@%@%%%
mnpacts or misks that might have etherwise been v m, RGNS, OF RRkuown.

6. The degree to which the action may establish o Eﬂ@@%ﬁ,ﬁa ffor future actions with significant
effects or represents a decision in principle about 2 future considerstion.

The wgggg@ﬁ%@%ﬁ§@w£©ﬁé§$gﬁ%m§@a@§w@q§§§
g@ﬁé@&@%ﬁ@@@% decision im primeiple abow a2 futwe comsideration for other simulr projects.
%E%g@%@@@i@@&%@%@ﬁ@@%@agé@%géﬁaéﬂﬁ5@'5@«5
merits to determine a course of actiom. Fuimre projects wonld require additional site-specific
g%mﬁmaémﬁ@ decisions as Tequired wader NEPA. 4

Theyve are no futuwre activities (other tham rewtine tral mamnteranes) plamed withimn this project.

While this project a@%@@ﬁgm@?ga%g@?g@%ﬁ@%ggaggéﬁaw&g@% -
does not %a@ﬁ@a the opportumty for futuwe memagement actions.
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M@maﬂ@es,ﬁﬁsamﬂy&iSMEmMMWE&ﬁmasamfmm
ﬁmﬁ@mmﬁ@m m%mmﬁm@cm@ﬁmmmwmaﬁ@mﬁ
Trman 2eions a6 naroyal wmﬁmmemﬁ'mﬁihemﬁmghﬁcmmw
mﬂmﬁm

This cumralativie effects amalysis does nod aitcmnps 10 quami aﬁ:ceeﬁ'aﬁs@fpasamam@ﬁsby
ﬁm&maﬂgmwwmmaﬁmm—ammm There are several Teasors for not taking this
apmoach. Fosy, 2 cxizleg and apalysis of all past cions world be mypmeciical to compile and
wmdely cosly o obtze. Conem conditors bave boon Drpecied by mommersble acizons oves the last
cenimry {Zad beyond), and Gying to isoldle the indvidus) actions that cominee 1o bave residnal’
asis wozid pw & vsaifal 1o predict the complanve efiens of the propesed action or alicmaiives. In
fagy, foresing oo Individeal actions weeld be less arcurate thm looking ot existing conditions,
becanse fhaie is lindted infommation op the eovironmenial impacts of individeal past aciions, and one
o reesenaily wleniiy carh and evary action over the losi contemy That has comtribaied to curmamn
condatiors. Addienally, forasing on the mypacs of pesi lnmam zoions and nisks, wihile ignozing
the ppostant esids] efess of past natwal everls, may conmbwe 10 comulaive effecss just as
e 25 e avioss. By lovkimg o5 comeni conditions, we are swwe 10 caphme all the residoal
effecis of post bumen erhons and natwa] events, regardless of which pericalar sction or event
comEimed these efiecis. Mpﬂbh‘fmi’msp@md}ﬂmmmjrmymhhcmmﬁf
mﬂzm%@mmﬁmmmﬂnwﬁm]pammﬁm Fmally, the Come] on B emitz]
CGuabity isseed an eicyaeiive montrantom on Jone 24, ZQBSRgmdmgmlym@fmﬁmBm
winch states, agmmﬁammweeﬁmamﬂmsbvfmmngmme
cwEnt spmregate elfess of past attions withos!t dedving into the istorical details of individual past

%cmﬁmweﬂ’ecscma}}nsmﬂmﬁé iz alsp consistent wilh Foresd Service National
Enveineniad D@B}rrﬂm{m}%ﬂ{em}anm’sbﬁ{,’375222@4@’,‘@){1@13[44 ”&%}winﬁhmm

m@&md@mmemmm@fﬁmmﬁdweﬁmﬁaﬂmmmw
deteammine the presem offeris of past atiiens. Opee fhe agency hes idemified these prescnt
eﬁm@fmmmBMcmmmag@wmmmmmmmeﬁm
ofmepmxmwammmmz natives wonld 284 to, modify, or mitigate those
ciictts. The firal aealyss docume mam@fmmmeeﬁmﬂﬁe
aCHeES cmﬁﬂad ( o pas, 78 L e seasveable foreseeable fture attions) on the
afiected R FCINCT wmmmmmmmm@m&mm
W@ﬁmmm%mmwhﬂmeMMWMMs
wsefnl and rlevant to the reguired analysiz of cumdlative effects. Calzloging pest actions and
specific infonmtos abon the direct and mdrer effetis of thelr design and mplememation

)

4
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regulations, however, do ned ggencies to calalogue or exhuustively list and analyze all
individual past actions. Simply because information about past actions may be available or
obisined with reasonzble effort docs not memn that # 1s relevant and necessary to mformed
decision-making. (40 CFR 31508 7y

¥

For these reasoms, the amalysis of pest actions in fns sechion 1s based on ewrent envaonmental
conditions. :

Design features mcluded m the p zmn@m would avoid, minmize, or reverse adverse
@mnu}zm\ve watershed effects mﬂ  mmpacts to rare plants, wildlds, @ sp@m@s, amd .
other sensiive resowrees to the extemt ﬂm amy residhal effects would not be coamalatively sigmficant.
Biclogical Evaluations and a Watershed Effects Report that disclose @M@E@tﬁv@ eﬁf@ms, as well as
direet smd indirect effects, are m the project file and available from the Yuba River District office.

Evaluation of Cemulative Effeets:

A cumulative effect is the consequence om the environment that results from the incrememzl effect
of the action when added to the effects of other past, preseni, and reasonably foresecable futuwre
actions, regardiess of what agency or pson underiakes the other ackions and regardiess of kmd
ownership on which the actions occur.

) Currmalotive effects om recreution.

Alternative A — Under the Proposed Amﬁmm, it is expected that the proposed trall comstruciton would
attract addittonal OHV s, hikers, 3 n bicyclists and equesttians. Use is expecied to merease
somewhat due to ths m@ro@s&:@iﬂ WEW mmmnz@d single-track trail opportumity and cen be hased on
g@mam population increases throwgh time. This is because the draw to the area for these user groups
1 predommately based on the overall simgle-track tranl network experiences (mileage and
challenges) available, not jrust the mew enhanced wrail opportvmities bemg psmp@sre@i m this: progest.

Alternative B—No A@imimmx — Under the No Action Ahemative, the Cal-lda TM would not be
constructed Theve would be no additonat to recreation.

i) Commlotive effects on sail.

Alternative A - The cumultive effects assessmen drea for the seal resowree is bovnded i space
with the proposed activity area, where distwbance to soil would take place. The mm%ysns s feather -
bounded in time by the foresecable fotwe period duing which effects of s project could persist as
detectable effects and may be short- termn or fong-term in nature. Past effects are accowmnted for
based on the existing conditions or presemt tume; and discussed in the direct and mdireet effects
amalysis. Reasonably foresecable futwre actions ae Jimited to the use of the trail, mcﬂmmg wead
wemammream@ssﬁmemmxm .

' Futwre tread wear smd aceelerated ervsion are two potemtial futvee mmpacts. T Iinese would vary l@y

both climate, scason of use, and mmount of wse. Wet scason use czm result in tread wear on sections
with msufficient dramage where soils remain saiwsted for extended periods of ttme. Dry season use
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miterbomps, and tread loss due to meckanical dusting, espemﬂywbennaﬂusenx
Engh EMMB&D}MMHWMWW@& ff. Both wet and dry season
n%@mzmﬂamﬁaﬂm}mmmm@m:m@mmmidymﬂm Based om
mmwmmmmﬂv,MMMmmmdmeEMMofﬂmd
wmaﬁea@vmmnﬁmmmﬁzmabmm Bymuﬁbem these cumulative
Tmpiis oz e deall with before reseliing 7 major mopacts. ngadmlﬂvs]apedhaﬂ
TS ead wear cansed by trakine. Fm‘&hmﬂrc, tmiﬂ mosstorng would help to identify
m@ﬁ@%ﬁﬁ%@ﬁﬁ%tﬁﬂ%@b&m&

Alternative B— N@MM—U@B@MY@AW%A&H@RM@,&MC&M&TMumﬂdmﬂtb@
comstriied. ]’h@ewm!@bemmwﬂ,wmﬁqm?ny mmgxmmncondmgn S

i7}) Commalative watershed effects
@M@SWWWMWMﬁﬁmﬂmMQMgbwe The
cmhmemﬁ@i‘aﬂm&'mﬁﬂhmmwaﬁvm&rldwmbmaﬁmmm
of the wates Cummiaﬁvewaﬁmﬁhe@eﬁeﬁs(%mﬂmsmymﬂﬁmﬁﬂmmm
mmmmmymheﬁmmmﬂMsn}mmmmhﬂwhm
Wmcm&m%mmmmmmﬂmmmﬂmymcmacm
for comcam.

The Pacific Sonthwest Region (R-5) of the Forest Service has deveﬂup&d a siandardized cumulative
warershed effecis (CWE) apalyss (FSH 2509.22) thal serves as a swregsie metbod for delermiming
mmk@?dehmmgmmmmm Tl'ﬂmscmmﬂamwwmmﬂnedeﬂ'ecasam]yms
COUTTETES. (a)ﬁhem%mgﬂmﬂ@fmamaﬂmmﬂmmmﬂhmawﬁmhed,wﬂh
»%)mﬁm ufthewhnmafwmeﬁ}edw]ﬂmm@M@ﬁ@ﬁiﬁ&ﬁt%@ﬂlﬁ
-off Comcem (FOC).- Tﬂnﬂﬂeﬂﬁmadmmmemmw}ﬁqmmmRmdedAm R
(ERA) whardby aﬂ&mbzmcesmeqmﬂedﬁoaﬂamafmaﬁ_ The cumulative watershed effects
analysss fken recovers these distmbanres over some period of time following a specified recovery
cwrve. Usimg fis anelysis, the calvalsied ERA of a watershed is compared o the TOC to provide an

secsemew of the peteniial for cranplative wntershed effects. The TOC 1s not anexact pomnt al.- -
which effects wall cormr. 1 s an indicater that a watesshed is more suscepiible o mmpacis. As ERA
memmaﬂc addmoral mmmmp]medtoprM@dewaﬁmhed
CODEIEDES. . \

The Tahoe Naiional Forest has developed a sismdard method for delenmining watershed TOC valuss.

Eech wattyshed 15 assessed for 21s 2hlity 1o wilhsiand crosional processes and handle sedmeni

delivery to streom chanmels. The assessment 3s based on clupaologeal; geologic and soils .

mfmmﬁmeﬁbe—gwmdmmof&e%mﬂmdsmﬁ@mdmmm@mmem
‘ mwgdmmdgmmummhv&nhg]sm : o

. ?Acwﬁmeﬂsmﬂmmmmﬁesl@whmdwﬂmﬂﬁm&aﬂmmﬂmoﬁmvmm
mm and consuliznon with amﬁhydr@]qgmsas.

AhemmweA {PmpnsedAtm)- énab]:ﬂmzmed Cmn]mweWmmsh@dEﬁ'm am!l}s:as was
-condecied 1o (ovads an appoxmmaton of cumulative effects for the foor HUCT subwatersheds
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{B} Vegetation mamiphlation - There weuld be oo vegeiation 7
i '-‘ 5 ] . [ . . -

e plaion i completion of this

“hrvesting

Mﬁmmmm

{3 Em-ag@ﬁ managemment — No gromp selechos barvest or other fumms of even-agad mman:
i @mp@se& by the aﬁmes {%&:mam‘m A {puoposed mﬁn) and B {no aclion))

() Riparian arcas — Sicma Nevada Forest Plas Amendment (SNFPA) & mmﬂeﬁmammxﬂd&e apphed
0 amEy activises walms Ripsron Yo Conservapon Areas (RCAs) to PIRECE TIPIIZE TSSPUICES.
mpmmﬂmRC%memﬁm%@a@m soals,
mmmcmmm&

{5) Soil emd weater — WM@W@W&%CSMR?&MEQ@WCM]M
the Forest Savice dvloped polluiios coniel measwres, refered 1o as Best Mansg ;
m\»mﬁe@@mﬁmmmmymﬁmmm MB%WNMMSW
Water Quality Conzo) persosmel as fhoy were appbied op site Swing mapagwmen schvities. Afier
mufmmmg@aMW@ﬂmdMnmmw ﬂxa}'mes&
Save’s BMPs were eanified by the Staie amd approved by the By ~
@Aﬁmmmﬁmummmlwmmﬂmm

ﬂ@MWmW&N@FMWmB@%@aﬁ%WWM
deuclopmes] measuRs, mmmmmmmemmm
Wmﬁmm measares ani making them more effertive. On'site evaluations
ﬁﬁﬁmdmwhmmmmamfﬁemxmmaﬁmmmm
reneficsl ses aud were eaviiiiable for Forest Service applicaiion as fhei means 10 prolect waler
aezliy. The Clean Wetsy Aci pwovided the mital 1o of effecivensss of the Farest Szvice non-
poan polision copivel meeseres by requning cvaltaiion of the pracices by regolaiosy agencies
Q%M@EA%M%WM@@W@%W@%&@ BEST’MW@S
fozr eomtmwll

BMBs are designed 1o eccommoedate sie-specific condiions. Zhevmmﬂm—madeﬂnacmmfw
i companiy and physed snd Melegpcal varziaiiy of the mammsl In the 1981
Meamassmen AZErcy Agzmem&ﬁmmﬁm Stae Water Respagtes ’Cmﬁm'] ’-m i)
Seavwice the Sizie ageed sha “The prociices and protedures set farth in fhe Forest Service
emmwﬁmmsﬁﬁmﬁewﬁwgmb@mg&m&ﬂmﬂ,m%mﬁmmm
FEECties io be implomentied for walsr quality protection and Improvernem en NFS Jands.™ Fmther
tazeWmQuah‘y Conwol Plan for the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board siates:
hrplementation of the BMPs, in comjunction with moniernng apd parfonmanee revier Tequmirements
eﬂwmmmwﬁmmﬁmmwﬁmmm s water

; S Hs : jmgmme«:asoﬂand
. a@ﬂﬁb&;@fm:vhmanﬂm le ITemEns also
mm&v@m}"mmm@mmh reducine Impacis 1o sporics and their

€ 3 T Proiieey Ersvimmmmatol Avaessmznt ' ‘ ' 3%



habitats. These are accomplished by minmizing disterbances at nests during the breedimg season,

protecting ripaian vegetation, angd smags, and down woody debris where oppostunities.
occwr. The action altermative wonld not change the seral stage or reduce babitat quality to 2 degree
that would lead toa towsrd isting for any Forest Service Sensitive species, nor would it alter

existing forest-wide twends i for Memagement Indicator Species: buplementing Forest Plan
Sumdard and Guidelines and Manazement Requirements. (see Chapter T of this EA) for this project
would protect Forest Service Regiom 5 Semsitive species, Watchlist Plants, amd the spread of
noxsous weeds and myasive spectes. . All of these protect diversity withm the project area.

R5 Forest Serviee Sensitive Speciess

Dizect, indirect, and comulative effects om fish, wildlife, sand rare plants are discussed m detzal i the
following project documents, hereby mcorporated by reference: (1) Bivlogical Evaluation for Birds,
Memmals, Amphibiams, Reptiles, Fish, and Invertebrates, (2) Biological Evzﬂm@m for Plamts amd
Fungt. These documents are located 3 m e project file and avaitable wpon request from the Yuba
River Rangér District office.

The Bm]ﬂ@gx@a]l Evahuzstions describe in detail these effects by sp@mes The Bivlegical Evaleation
c@ﬁmS the followmg determmation stxiements from mplamentmg Alternative A:

o No effect to the followmg sensitive wildlife: bald cagle, willow flycatcher, greater semdball
crame, pallid bat, Siemra Nevada red fox, Pacific fisher, Americem merten, California wolverime,
western pond turtle, footinll yellow-legged frog, Grest Basin ramshormn snail, black Juga smaal,
Lahontzm Lake tue chub, hmce]hmd, or California floater.

o The Cal-Ida Trail preject will mot affect my f@d@aﬂy threatened, endangered, @
any other Forest Service Semsitive botamical species. Determinstion is baaed om the lack of
m@mem@smdﬁh@abseme@fsmﬁabﬂeh&bﬁ&kmmwwﬁhmﬁﬂ@mm@m

o May affect, but 1s net likely to result m & trend toward federal listing or loss of viabality for the
following semsitive wildiife: Califorma spotted owl, northern goshawk, Townsend's big-cared
bat, fringed myotis and the western bumblebee.

Invasive Plont Risk Assessment:

Other than cheatgrass, there ave no invasive plant occwrences withim the project area or even withm
300 ft. of the proposed trzil aligmments, as such, the risk from known mfestations is very low. The
overall babitat velnerability is low, as the smea 1s dominated by open, matwe forest and chaparrzl
which are have a relatively resistant to invasion. Apprexmnately 21.3 ac of ground distusbeamee is
aaticipeied to result from the traol construction. Invasive plams often colomized disturbed habitat,
resultimg in a low nsk of mtroduction in newly distusbed areas. The proposed action will result m 20
miles of mew trail, but No mnported equpment or imported materials (e g gravel, seed, crosion
control materials) ave prescribed m the project design. Nometheless, management requirements (o
clean equipment and use weed-free meterials have been mcladed to mimmmze nsk from mported
cquipmemt and materials. Because vehicles have the potential to carry mvasive plant propageles—

Caf Islz Traal Project Environmental Assessment _ 3%



- especizily s the lngged fires of mmorcycles and mountain bikes, new permanent tails are a vecior
' fmﬂh@mﬁﬁdmm Huw&:m M@mnanmﬁaqdmedemsomensk
"i‘a’mm veﬁms:smuﬁmaﬁa '

BIWQMMMWSWM e

BT mﬁm@ (NﬂS)Assemmﬂaasiaemmp}sﬁad for this project. This repori
BWW@WWM@@MWYMM@&W@%W@R@& The
fMWSwws@e@eﬂymmgsfmﬂmspmmmﬁmhﬂﬁmzﬁenhfedmahe’faho‘*
Netignal Forest Land and Moragoment Plan: mule deer, mowmiain quail.  The MIS analysis
concheded il the effects of ﬁa@ ahmm‘es W@raﬂﬂmm a]’mmsmuhmegmmj—wale txends of

WMHE?HM

Tmmmwm%sammmmmmmmmmmm There are
e Coloman’s pipevia cvcarences within 300 fi. of the propesed aligmen (PICOSTNFO3W &
FICOSTNFOAT). N@Mm&mﬁmpﬁ@d beyond 150t of 1he preposed alignment. - '
Nouctheless, they were flapged dering smrvey and maps were provided 1o project leader so they can
bemmdeddmm:commmmmepmjem S IREmAremen FemIemans. No impacts 10 other
b@mﬂmmmmedtomﬂﬁmmamﬁn@cmmm ornse



Agencies and Others Consulted

The Scoping letter was mailed on /12016 to the following:

Call Ide Traal Project Environmentall Assessmmeni

JORIN ALIANO VICTORIA NILSEN
LOUISE ALIANG CHRISTINA POWERS
AMADOR CAPYSAL LLC DOUGLAS STRATTON
CHY WIN CHEN DIANA TITUS
CHU YI CHEN MARTIN TROTTER
WILLIAM CORBETT IR JOE WATERS
MICHAEL COURSON RORERT YOUNG
JEANINE DEJESUS D €. Wood
LARRY DOWER Miztm J. Wazd
Friends of Tahoe Forest Access
DIANA EVANS
_ Jocopelyne Bebe” Theisen
BARBARA FEARNLEY Friends of Goeenfiosmn
WILLIAM GRIFFFEEHS. Gold Countzy Treals Coumel
CHARLES HARPER Forest Trals Alliamee
GAIL BART BONC
MARK HART YBONC Fomndation
. o Jet Lowe
ERIC BICE ~
Framk Brosws .
KELLIE JUDEEN Nevade Coumty Woods Rids
LESTER KELLEY Siczre Buttes Trail Steweadship
PATRICIA LACHANCE Johm Gilmere
Friends of Foresthnll OFFY Traifs
LAZARUS MINING LLC
Wade Tuna
COOPER MCELROY High Sierza Motoreyele Chulb
LISA ANN OIL AR MCELROY Mike Demzse
GEORGE MILLER



ol B Tzid Proient Epvimsameenid Assessmeat

‘BobTernilizer ©
T ,mﬁﬁgg .-

Dave Kostalmy
Adsm Bawhdder
TIMH BEALS, DIR TRANS, SIERRA CO

BRANDON PANGMAN



Scoping responsesfrenuests were received froms

CGAIL HART

TOM BALLIS
GEORGE MILLER
LESTER & JANET KELLEY

JOHN ALIANG

€2 i Trail Project Environraentall Assessment
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Additionsl Comments

Documents Incorporated By Reference, sud/or Available Upon Reguest, or
Attached as Appendices

Project Maps (dppendixz 4)

Responses to Public Scoping Comments (4ppendix B)

Cumulative Watershed Effects Amalysis. fimcorporated in Fydire/Seoits Report)
Ripariem Conservation Area Guidelimes fincorporated in Hydro/ Seils Report)
Tral Constuction BMPs (Appendiz C)

Cultugal Resources Report (Adbumiswratively confidential)

Managernemt Emhm&@m Species (MHS)) Assessment (e Projecy File)

Plam and Asmmal Biological Evaluations fin Project File)

Oter Reﬁe:rmc@s/ Chtations (i Project File)

Tahoe Nattonal Forest Semsitive Flamt Stamdards and Gudelimes Mm@zp@fm@d by
Referemce)

Hydrology/Seifs Repert (in Project File)

Watchlist Plat and Plamt Commmumity Repeost (in Project File)

Weed Risk Assessment fim Project File)

€Cad Ida Trast Project Exvironmnentall Assessment
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Appendiz A

Maps

Cal Idn Trail Froject Enmirommentall Acsessment
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Cal-ida Trail Project
Scoping Comments (and Issues)

Am issue is a point of debate, dispute, or disazreement regsrding anticipated effects of the
E%%& %ﬁ@@ @éﬁ@w?@wg@m@%@é %@%@ o %m@s@@w%&@
Aﬁ

ﬁ@a%g@a%@g&%w@ |
g@é%«ﬁ%@v@gu@%%&mﬁmﬂg%%@v%?ﬁ@
consider.

Typically, public scoping comments mmelude mamy nop-issee comments and guestions.
Ay mem-issues are idemntied as such, heve, ard ore not menioned &n the EA. hmportamt
wssues, if identfied as such heve, are addressed in e EA.  Otier issues have an
explamztion of why they are not specifically addessed m the EA.

Three letters of commment were received.

2 to these commasmts oF issucs, cach respondent has been isswed a
_ g%@@%@a@@@@wa@aﬁg@é - Ganl Amm Heat, 2- Tom Halks;, and 3 — Lester &
Jomet Kelley. Issues withm the letters Evm@@g%%g@@@&@@ 1-t, 1-2, 2-1, ete.).

Additionally, two letiers of imtevest were received, askimg to be kept mformed, or
%@é@@é%@%@z@@ﬁg«%ﬁ@% SPECItic COMMIETS.

®@§§@§= a Egm@i@mﬁ@@ﬁé%@é@é% project amd its mmpact om my
, & Litile Camyomn Claims, zmd moy private property known as the

Response: See the response at the cnd of this docvwment.  Addionally, the trash 1s not
meer your Little Canyon Claams, or the Horkmer mime.

Comment 2-T: “T wish to meet with you concermmg thus project amnd its mupact on my
Craugs Flat & Morris E@«%Q@aam%s%%%@@%@%gga%ﬁgw%@a
NMime. ™

Response: See the respomse at the end of this documment.  Addtionally, the traol is nog
mear your Crangs Flat & Momis Town Clamss, or the Herkiver mhme.

Call Tda Traif Project Envivennrentall Assessmrent 5%
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Appendix C

Trail Construction Manual Directions,

Processes, and Construction Standards

Cell I Taail Psoject Environmentall Asseseurent
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FSM Direction for @HY ’Im’ﬂs, Rozads and Soil &Water Conservation
The followmg imformation is from the Ferest Service Meamzzd (F E)M)» mam gm@s dﬂ&me

zmppm]ma!e—ﬁﬁr@cm @M@r?fmkmdwj}% COMGETvat

FSM 2300—Recrentiom, Wildemess, and Reluted Resox

2353.12 - Trail Momagement Objectives (TMOs)
Mmmﬁm’mmﬁmm@mﬁ@m&sﬁ@mﬁmﬁeﬁfmm t {resil, bevsed on applicalble lmd

memagemment plan direction, wavel menagement decisions, wal-specific decistons, and

other related direction, as well - p}i@m&@sm@avmhb]@@mm, Forr

mmNFSMWWSM&MMyMMn&TM@& imchadimg the fve
ERdameT Oipporimmiey m@h\mﬁm%d@mgmmm

2353.25 - Development, Rewmﬂrmﬂm Muointenanee, and E&a@@mmmmg

. Follow the direction m FSEH 230918, Tireals Mamagement Hemdbook, chapters
10 and 20, when developmg, reconstracting, or memizmmg trals.

2 C@m»mdmmmﬂabﬂ@msm@@smml'@@%mswh@md@mdhmmgt@
nstrach new tranls, eeonsiuct existing ireals, or convert other types of routes te
\Ebmﬁaﬁs

3. Cousider @T@@@mmmmssmmmg trzalls when alternative 1outes 2ee m&mhw@,
2353.28 - Memagement of Motor Velicle Use

1. Direction omn travel o aud cuslysis, sechoding 2 of NFS twadls
amd mmmwgm&Emmmv@m@emmmmm SM’Z?’@@JM@&T]B@’
amd

FSH 7709.55... Trails open to motor vehicles mmst be designated trongh the
process estzblished m 3¢ CFR Peat 212, Subpart B, and FSM 7710

2. Motor vehicle use om Nationa) Scemic and National Fhstoric Trails must be
comsistent with the National Trails System Act (16 U.S.C. 1244 and 1246¢c)H).

3. Comsider Imking rowtes inte a cohesive motorized trail system.
4. In areas where use conflicts oceus, afiempt to minmnze comilicts by providing

m?@matt@zm mﬁh@m@h@aﬂb@mm&mm amd where o fnd desired
FeCICAlion OPPorIInEs, W&m&@mﬁsmma&m@mﬁhﬂsm&ﬁk@ﬂy comsider

phiysical @'a@mymmw sqpamﬁwm of uses.
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23.2 - Standayrd Terra Trails - Mafamed

2327 - MYMME;Vde Design J szzmefm
Apvheation cmdﬁ:m»ms for Metorcycle Des:gm Pasmmim <

[ N’F‘Smm'lsm aﬂmm@mﬂem&m&sﬁkd&sﬂm@ ﬁ'waimvmmde class
passuan tp 36 CFR 212.51 and @hsp]m@d OB 2 o7 velncle use map {FSM
77@3_3) ‘

2. For NFS tails thal have been deszgmﬁed fwmmumyckuseamd that have a
Desizned Use of ? Mmoscycle, app}}r the Mmomrde Dmgm Pameiexs smd ﬁhe
f@ﬂmmg gmckmce. g

a szmea} ufdsmresmmme@m@mmbemmdedby
desigmme cmoils for less expenenced ndars withms a sysicm of loop twails.
An experienced ndey can nde approxmaicly 50 miles i an avemmge day.
S@memdﬁsmmcmmm@r Kmmﬂesmmkay

b Tzl aligmnent ﬂmﬂd e:shibm dameasmg rendomness between Trall Class

2andTmilC!m4
c me@amge&mmﬂmmm

: d On’i:m]sm'!"mi! Cﬂmél ah:eahgnmemnsmﬁza& modezmc,m!hno
sheap curves cumbined with steep grades. Novice ridess may be subjecied to
shaap curves, but generally not in combmation with rough sunfaces or steep

€. Favor clambing tums over swilchbacks, withim the applicable Design
Pameﬁgmﬂem]masdmeﬂammmm@maﬁemmd
" direciion of avel. Mo&ﬁ'} the level ofchaﬂmgeofacmebt mm
demwmmmdm& :

- f For tratls in Traal Class 4; Jocate tarns on level sround of on slopes of less
tham 6 percent. On trails designed for novice and imermediate niders, consider
pmwdmva-}-m-ﬁ-fom hamer smihednwnhillsx& ofa smmhback

g The speed of 2 motorcyvcle enteving 2 tom varies dopendng on the radivs of
ﬂhem At daszgnmmslwﬂhes@edaﬂ'amo&mﬂem&mmgam
by decreasing TS toming radins. A trall deszgnermvmmmseihekngahofa
mﬁ!ma&nmmﬁmbwtbembﬁﬁmm

' "h Hmofmﬁchback%mdchmbmgtmmmmewﬂsys
reeommended  Sugpesied }mrdmmv ﬂmma]s mc}ad.. comeie b!ocks, soil,
and cement.

3. For mmmrum bodge widhs and ralimg beighs, refer to ¥SH 7709 .56b,
section 7.6, féleﬂ"tm 01, Trai) Bndge Design Critenia. Bridges shonld have a
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stwaaght approach and should vot change divections. Special d@@hmgmy be
meeessary (o accommodite wheeled velucles.

7 Te confusion, consider locating wral fmetions so fhat no more
them two trzals micrsect b one pomt.

R5 FSH 250839-22 Soil and Water Conservution Hundbook- Plomning

Olbgective: T@) wse the travel mamgement plorming processes, moludimg travel analysis, o
develop mezsures to aveoid, minimze, and mibgate adverse mpacts to waler, aquaiic, wd
mmmm@ﬂmmmg@m@mﬁﬁm@vﬁm& and to idemtify restorziion for
~clamns immwmkmd@wgmt@@ﬂfmm@

]E“s]p]mmmi@m ']TEE@ type, amd ]Imzzu’ri@mm @f CHV trails are deterpumed throwgh
variows plammmng processes. OHY traol plommne melades ravel amalysis as well as traal
mm@m@mmm@mjﬁm leved. P]zmmmg@@msm scales thet cem remge from forestwide
assessnuents amd ]p]f@ﬂms, o watershed-scale analyses, to m@@t—ﬁ@@ﬂ rzal activities.
Duxing plenmng, | ) effects on waier, and on aquztic and IIPEIMN TESOUWTES IS
mfmmmﬁ@mlamdpmm@mmdmmm@mmmmed

Trail management objectives ave developed to define the type of recreation expericnce
ea@hfﬁrmhsd@smgm@dt@m@m@@amlﬁ@mm@@&m@@m on menagement of the treal. In
zedution to gwmdinmg trzal m at the sne-specific scale, TMOs alse docwmment
Forest-wide trzal memmenmes m@@@?s amd identify the potential for eovirommenal @ﬁ@@i’ﬁs
and conthicts with other resougess.

The risk froin ORIV trail memsgement ackivities com mm@mc—:dbymmgmhemmwm@
teckmiques from the following lst, adpted as needed to local site conditions.

Trail Construction Process
Project Assessment

When a trail is proposed, e project is seviewed for a wide range of considerztions,
meludimg but not lmited to cnvironmental, cost, and access. This project kzs a ngh level
@ﬁ’smmp@r aemlﬂm]]ﬂwwxdemm%mkfb@twm existing trail corndors, and is near

Extensive “recon” of the availzble srez will ocewr to record desrable festures or hazerds
et willl assist im the fmel selection of 2 tal cormider.
Carridor Proposal

Amm&ﬂ@fdﬁac@wmmmgmmwﬂz@dmdmm to flag a proposed traal
cormidor. The comidor represents am zsea of study for environmental constderation.
Uswally a corridor mey spam 100-3005% of width which the final aligmment may wse.
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»—Out-slope beneh when possible

Build oxn side slopes

Avoid ridge-top o faj]]l Ime al ahgmmmm

Stay owt of meadows or flathand EHTIALE i’szr

Favor the upslope of trees to prever root dama

Build mild, vndulating traol alignment that mhzes ﬁ@um@m grade reversals

Camber outside of twrns to mimmmze lateral wear
Avord over-piteh aligmments

Create good sight Imes

Design imuitive trail aligmments

Creek or ephemeral drafnage erossings

Locate crossimgs at stable locations

Trail at crossmg should always be @t least 12+ mches lower tham from
either side _

Harden active crossmgs with cobbled rock to creek distmwbames

If a bridge is I@S@d, construc! so freebomd is above 100 year mank

I bridge footings are within 100 year mark, embed imto embenkment 2f or more
to avoid high wm@r SCOUTIRE

Difficuity clossifications

All trasls will be multi-use, motorzed tradls vmless otherwise identified

Trails are descnibed as casy or moderate depending on elevation gam or length.
Short, dafficult traals will be lmited to provide a maxismm of wail eppostemitics.
Short duratron dufficult wwanls that have excess pitch will be bardened to avoid
CTOSIOn.

Al tzails may melude techmeal side-sections called B routes.

Swiichbacks and Rolling Turns

Provide grade reversals within 50t of both sides of twn mmd singe so that lower
grade reversals catch upper diminage rumoft.

Rolling twrns have radims’s m excess of 4ft tc (trasl center) and occur on slopes
which are less tham 30%

Switchbacks have radivs’s of Iess than 4 tc amd occur on slopes greater than 30%
Anticipate approaches to twens and design speed reduction to clnnmate skid
bumps

Keep overall switchback radius bench at 5-10% max to mimmize wear

If cambering twm, leave flat climbing radivs towards cemter

Locate turn i spot that hmits short cuttmg

Separate trzills from cach other as casly as possible

Rolling dips, Grade Reversols or Drain Dips

Downhill rise should be 6-127 above low pomt
Features should be 10-20 £ in length for smooth transitions
Place at all ephemeral (meely active) or seasonal draimages

Cal Iz Trail Project Environmental Assessment 61
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: Callda Trail Projest

PREPARED BY: Manilym Tierrey, Diswict Wildhfe Biologisy, mucmrey@f fdus.
The most recert fist was obtained fom the U. S, Fiskh and Wildlife Sesvice om Aprill 4, Z016.

Table 1. Execntive snmmary MWMM@MWMEwM/MM&%W

€all I Trail Project Environmentall Assessment

R PRESENT REQUIRENMENTES,
SPECTES. SFECIES || IN FROTECT Asear STANDARDS, EFFECTS
T STATUS! (| Hlabitat &c/or GUIDELINES, DETERMINATION
detestioms. SPECIES SPECIFIC PROFECT
DESIGN STANDARDS
Va.i?@y elderbemy longhorn T No Mo effect
! CWaTIge Oy (Gl S R .
Califewnia spotted owl s Yes tomiand Bstding
Gireat gray owl S Ne» : Ne effeet
~ : . Limited Cperation Season— My affesy, nevisend
Neorvthesm goshawk S Elabiing Fefsway 15 b Sestember 15 | fowmnrd B
Willow fiycatelier S Ng» N efect
Gireaier sandfill erame S Neg Ne effet
Pocific fisher S, C Biabiial N effze
Amegicasn Mesten 3 Ne» Ne efifeet
Sierpa Nevada red fom 3 Ne No effect
Cehforma wolvesine S.€ No No effect
Padiid bas S Hlabitat Ne» effeen
e - . . Meay afeci, wo tremd
s B A S ) ; .
Towmsend’ s big-cared b || S Hebitas tomed Foting
7 o . [ ey
Fiinged myotis 8 Fabitat towand bsting
. . o Mg 2iEest, wo twensd
i Burnilebee S ] .
Westerm bunblebee S Habitat comzad Bets
No, project is ouisids Ne efifect
California red-legged fiog || T of habitas/ 2bove RCA Guidefines amd BIVFs
v clevational range
L afiomtan enisiwoat wow T Ner No efizet
- : Wet SeasonLOP, RCA Stendards || No effest
Novifrwesterm pond tusile 3 Neg A BMPs ‘
. Tement RCA Stzmdards o et
| Foothill yellows-Tegged fiog | S Yes ]% RCA dozmd [ No
Sicrza Newz Tov . . - : Nep GiFet
Siema Nevada vellow T No, New bt RCA Guidielimes zud BMPs Ner eifeet
fegged fog
L atromian Lalke tub cluk S Ner Ner efifeet
Flezdhead S Ne RCA Gridielimes snd BMPs Ne efieen
Califorma ffoater S Ne Ne» effze:
. S Ner
Black juga snasl S Ner No efifect
"Key: E = USFWS Endangered, T = USFWS Threatened, € = USFWS Candidate, S = USFS RF Semsitive
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dodsy Nevadh counties; gramelly soils im crevices. ngmﬂ
) of ngar-vemical gramie cliffs/Becs j
Eriogonums Dommer F85 |Above 6,300 on TNEF: dry, unsiablk, X Below elevation
wbellatm ] _A_W_.E_%% o stomy soils; ofiem cw huesl TS
lporzeypanae Exposures (e g widge s, sieep slopes)
_ﬁgmﬁaﬁ Butte FSS [Belows 4 900%x fiil ter partiall swe;, iy
ﬁ%&a%% ﬁ%ﬂ@ chaparral, woedland & comifer fovest
I L 133 - ;
eloshissmr Blandow’s || FSS  [Above 62008 mnCA; usually foumnd iz ngu CLLVITERS] Dhtsiche spp.
londowii bog-moss togs & fens, Buft sometimes seeps, Wik & Tabos Meadotss, PRTEE
rocediows & widey witlows intiperiasn . )| Washoe County
Bresis aperta Stersa FSS  15000-7,500f om TOIF; cost of Sierm coesty X Erisic spp. range
vaE. aperta Valley mowm only from Siema& Dog Vallzys;
vesia mmeadow edges, cpbemenall steamn
_ 5, wemmaily wet flats & genide;
. rocky slopes near springs -
ngﬁ%mg Deg FSS . 000-7,500%; cast of Siewras crest, kmown [Meares oecvmente] DOnteiche spip. range
NG T Valiey W_ iy frore Dlog Valley; meadow edges, s Dog Yallgy,
wesia sienty charmels, venmlly wet Sierse Cowty
esic Phunsas FSS  [5,000-7,5008 om TMNF; cast of Siewa Cresy X Wrutside spp. range
ricoleuca wesia Tumas — Places countics; wermally wes i
mecadows & alfkalh fats
" Whsncus Inciensis || Seaiz FSS _@m%uﬁum@er@w@e@@aag@w befow  [Nearest oesmuense] Crside spp. range
Lugin L5005 ondiy omsoutth CA coast); lewwn || is Marts Valley,
Fwazi-aush y fromm soutth CA coast, Modoe Platenn | Nevadz County
east Nevada County; wet, sandy seils of |
, Mmeadiows, wernal pools, stwearms, &
4 N%m%@ .
1 ewisic Camidow’s | FSS _ ,000-4, 5001, nowm enlly frome Yuba . X WOrsid s
cantelovii lewisia iven dhaimage; wet rock clififs & outcrops; Tange
A y with moss on club mose
T@s@@n Hutehin- F8S WM@.Q%@ om TNE; ridzetops ot X iwibin X
celloggis sep. son’s , arively flat opem areas; generally full S0 L]
J usckisonii Tewisia r gravelly soils
ewisi Kellogg's || FSS [Abowe6,5008 om TNF; ridgetops o i Selomm eevation
_V&Nww%w 8sp. lewisia clativelly fiat opem avcas; genevaiby fiull F2ngE
elloggii . gravelly or sandy soils )
D ewisia fong- FSS vve 3,3005% om TNF; El Dorado— X Outside spp. range
longipetala petaled Nevada commties; nozfh-facing slopes and .
: Tewisia idge tops oftem fowmd i wet soifs neas
: gins: of persistent smovs banks.
e WEsics serreaia ST~ F38 3,000-5,000£% Emowm only fronm Americarn X Ouside spp. range
tootied  [River dhaimage; wet rock ¢hifh &
Iewisia uicvops; usually with mioss
ﬁﬁ@w&. broad- FSS  [Above 6,000f on TNF; uswally found im X Bielow elevation
igtinosa: nesved bogs of fens, but alse very wet meadows ramge
basp-
oSS
w&mmgm&“ma& clongate FSS ﬁ%« 3.5061%; soifs with copper or Feawy [Nezzest sscurmense] Ner Beawy atial
T@ﬁﬁm& coppes- alls; meist tor wet roch ey outerops is Shady Crectk, oI/ outssops
: moss | Nevadz Comny
—WW,\@E&MQQ Follew’s FSS  [2,500-5,600fk lvowm only fFom Plurmas ﬁmﬁg OSCURRETILS] Ne» seppeativee
blleitiz monzedelia v_ﬁoﬂa@w serpentine soils; partiell tor filll sulis Meadow Valley, s
tonifer forest edses/openings Plunmzs Costy
Peliigera Gowasd's | FSS  [1,150-7,000f imCA; cold clear, . INeazes: oscumencel] Ner sivezms
gowardii wekerfam g Huted sizcams; oficm fowrd emzocks ! is Bushy Creelk, LrOSSINES
hn eascades Fuba County
Persiemorn closed- ESS  4,500-6,500%% Plursas — nosils Nevada b4
DEPSOMGHUS throaged : ounty;, paviiall sur;, nerth aspests; contfes
beard- orest ediges/opemings:
tomgoe |
hacelia Stebbins FSS ,000-6,700f% knowmn only im Rubicom & his Outeids spp
Stebbinsii _phacelia ?5@&@ diainages paritel to- fisfl _wg
Call Ida Trail Project Envizonnuentall Assessnnent &7




FE5 [L6065.50%, Sady it shpes; e |

TSE 230065008 an TNE, casi of Siata ey
somoniy o Fores & S
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