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PLANNING COMMISSION
COUNTY OF SIERRA
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-06

IN THE MATTER OF RECOMMENDING APPROVAL
TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
ON A COUNTY INITIATED ZONING AMENDMENT
FROM GENERAL FOREST (GF) DISTRICT
TO RURAL RESIDENTIAL 5 (RR-5) DISTRICT
ON APN 006-120-003-0

WHEREAS, pursuant to Sierra County Code Section 15.32.020, the Sierra County Planning
Commission, on June 8, 2016 at a regularly-scheduled public hearing, adopted Resolution of Intent No.
2016-03 to initiate a Zoning Amendment on a 4.13 acre private parcel in the Community of Pike
identified as APN 006-120-003-0 from General Forest (GF) District to Rural Residential (RR-5) District,
to bring the parcel’s zoning into consistency with the General Plan; and,

WHEREAS, on August 25, 2016 the Sierra County Planning Commission held a duly noticed
public hearing as required by law, and considered all of the public comments and information presented
in writing and at the meeting, including staff recommendation no. 1168; and,

WHEREAS, the Sierra County Planning Commission hereby adopts the following findings and
evidence as presented in Staff Recommendation No. 1168:

General Plan [ref. SCC §15.04.010(a), (b)]

Finding: The proposed rezone is consistent with the land use designation, goals and policies of the
Sierra County General Plan,

Evidence:

1. The General Plan designates the land use for APN 006-120-003 as “Rural 5-10”, within the
Pike Community Core. The proposed re-zoning out of General Forest (GF) District and into
Rural Residential (RR-5) District is consistent with the Rural land use designation (ref.,
General Plan policy 1-4).

2. Continued use of the property as low density residential is anticipated. The current owner
proposes to maintain the existing single family home, and possibly to construct a permitted
secondary residential unit, which are allowed uses under General Plan policy 1-4 for the
Rural designation.

3. The 4.13 ac. size of the parcel is consistent with both the General Plan and the Zoning Code,
which allows legal non-conforming parcels of lesser size as long as the 1-dwelling-unit-per-
5-acre density is not exceeded. This parcel would be prohibited from further subdivision
under the General Plan and Zoning designations.

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) [ref., SCC §38.05 et.seq.]

Finding: The proposal will not have a significant adverse effect on the environment and is statutorily
exempt from CEQA.



Evidence:

1.

This project is eligible for a Statutory Exemption from the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA), under Public Resources Code Section 21083.3: re-zoning consistent with a
General Plan for which an EIR has already been certified and adopted.

The county-initiated application is for a re-zone to bring the zoning into consistency with the
County General Plan land use designation. The General Plan EIR anticipated low density,
rural residential uses on this property at the time it was written and adopted in 1996.

The EIR adopted in conjunction with the General Plan policies regulating residential
development and allowable accessory uses in the Rural Residential District will be relied
upon and those provisions, policies, and mitigation measures implemented in the Zoning
Code, as amended, shall be enforced at the time of development permit application or other
proposed uses.

The project was routed to commenting agencies between June 23, 2016 and July 7, 2016.
There were no responses received containing comments of environmental concern warranting
further investigation, or excepting the project from the statutory exemption, or requiring the
preparation of an Initial Study.

On the basis of the exemption, comments received, and the whole record, there is no
substantial evidence that the project may have a significant detrimental effect on the
environment.

AND WHEREAS, the Sierra County Planning Commission, pursuant to Sierra County Code
section 15.32.040, must report its findings and make recommendation with respect to the proposed
amendment to the Board of Supervisors for final determination.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Sierra County Planning Commission hereby
adopts the analysis and findings contained in Staff Recommendation No. 1168, including determination
that the project is statutorily exempt from CEQA; and upon the record of proceedings from the August 25,
2016 public hearing the Planning Commission hereby recommends approval of the proposed zoning
amendment to the Board of Supervisors.

The foregoing Resolution of the County of Sierra was passed and adopted by the Planning Commission
on the 25" day of August, 2016 by the following vote:

AYES: Commissioners: Devore, Christensen, Cammack, Fisher
NOES: None
ABSENT: Commissioner Eldred
ABSTAIN: None
ATTEST:
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Tim H. Beals, Secretary Liz Fisher, Chair
Planning Commission Planning Commission
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