Sierra County

Board of Supervisors’

Agenda Transmittal &
Record of Proceedings

MEETING DATE:
September 6, 2016

TYPE OF AGENDA ITEM:
X]Regular []Timed
[ ]Consent

DEPARTMENT: Department of Public Works and Transportation
APPROVING PARTY: Tim H. Beals
PHONE NUMBER: 530-289-3201

AGENDA ITEM: Authorization for payment to Sierra Hot Springs to reimburse the costs of tree removal within
clear zones of the airport in the amount of $5,000.00.

SUPPORTIVE DOCUMENTS ATTACHED: [X]Memo [_]Resolution [ JAgreement [ ]Other

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Background attached.

FUNDING SOURCE: AVIATION

GENERAL FUND IMmPACT: No General Fund Impact

OTHER FUND:
AMOUNT: $5000 N/A

ARE ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL REQUIRED?

[ Ives, -- --
XINo

IS THIS ITEM ALLOCATED IN THE BUDGET? [X]Yes [ |No

IS A BUDGET TRANSFER REQUIRED? [ |Yes [X]No
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[1Approved [ISet public hearing Resolution 2016-
CJApproved as amended For: Agreement 2016-
OAdopted [IDirection to: Ordinance
[JAdopted as amended [IReferred to: Vote:
(JDenied CContinued to: Ayes:
COther CJAuthorization given to: Abefj‘Si

. stain:
[INo Action Taken Absent.

By Consensus
COMMENTS:
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Agenda Item: Approval of purchase order and payment to Sierra Hot Springs in the
amount of $5000 for tree removal required to maintain the clear zone easements of the
Dearwater Airport.

Background:

The County airport (Dearwater Field) is under State and FAA permit to operate and for
years we have consistently been requested to remove vegetation and trees penetrating the
clear zones (transitional surfaces) extending out perpendicular to the center of the airstrip
a distance of 250-300 feet. A copy of the latest airport inspection is attached. The
County under the Public Utility Code can cause the trees to be removed under its own
forces or by contract but in this case, meetings with the property owner resulted in the
owner agreeing to remove the trees by its own employees. The Sierra Hot Springs
obtained an estimate from a professional forester to propose a cost and this estimate from
David Levy Forestry is also attached. The estimate was submitted at a cost of $5000.

The trees have all been severed and the Sierra Hot Springs is making use of the wood
which in its entirety was a significant effort and which saved the County from expending
its labor and resources to implement the needed work. The State will be making its
annual inspection on September 6 and will be very happy to know that the trees have
been removed. Tress penetrating these transitional surfaces pose encroachments to
aircraft on approach or taking off and the liability to the County if not resolved could be
significant. The effort and the cooperation from Sierra Hot Springs, in particular Kaisa
McDonald and Arnold Mitchum is acknowledged and sincerely appreciated.

This expenditure is in the Aviation budget and the matter is before the Board to approve
the payment to Sierra Hot Springs.

Recommendation: Approve the payment of $5000 upon proper submittal to the County
Auditor of a request for payment from the Department of Transportation from the
County Aviation budget.



Timand Marcia Beals

David Owens Forestry

David Cwens

PO Box 366
Sierraville, CA 96126
Phone: 530.994.3359
Fax: 530.994.3479

Sierra County Public Works
Attn: Tim Beals

PO Box 98

Downievifle, CA 95936

April 20, 2015

530-862-0911

Bid for tree removal on Sierra Hot Springs property, adjacent to Deerwater Field.

Scope of wark to be completed:

s Remove trees on Sierra Hot Springs property within 300 ft. of the eastern edge of Dearwater

p.1

Field airstrip, running about 1500 ft. parallel to the runway, approximately 275 trees (89 large
trees, 109 small trees & 75 saplings} will be felled, de-limbed and removed.

» Create small access road parallel to the airstrip, approximately 150 ft. east of runway for tree

removal.

» Brush/slash piles will be created for burning at an appropriate time.

Price: $5,000, payable upon completion.

Work will be performed between Monday, April 27, 2015 and Friday, May 15, 2015.

Sierra Hot Springs will oversee the job and retain the felled trees.
Workman’s comp insurance will be provided by Sierra Hot Springs.

Signature
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SACRAMENTO, CA 942730001
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PAX {916)653-953)

THY 71

WA AlOTCRA0Y

October 31, 2014

Mr. Tim Beals, Director
Transportaton Department
Sierra- County

P.0O. Box 98

Downieville, CA 95936-0008

Drear Mr; Besls:

The California Deparument of Transportation (Caltrans), Division of Acronautics, conducted a State
permil compliance inspection and Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Airport Master Record.
(Form 5010-1) update of Sierraville Dearwater Airport, FAA Site No, 02295.4%A, on Ottober 24,
214, We appreciate the cooperation M. Brian Davey provided during the inspiection. 'l “he updated
information will be entered into State and FAA Alrport Master Records.

The airport was evaluated using the Airport Site Plan, the State Airport Permit (Now SIE-001), and
previous inspeetion letters. We commend you and your staff for the impravements that you have
made to-your Runway and Takiway Safely Area since the last inspectian,

Our inspection revealed the following items, which we bring:lo your aftention:

1.

)

Vhatiple trees located southieast of the ruiway penétrate’the Federal Avintion Regulations
(FPAR) Part 77, 7:1 Transitional Surface:(please sec enclosed Photo 1), The Transitional
Surface, whi ch begins at the edge of'the Primary Surface located 125 Teet from the runway
centerline, rises upward and away from the runway al a.7:1 slope. Thelrees nist be removed or
grimmed as shown in the photo, so they do not penetrate the Transitional Surface. IFAR Part 77
iiclrdes natural growth as a possible obstructionto navigational aids ar facilities and if
determined to be a hazartl to zir navigation, must be remedied. This.is n répeat disciepancy,

Considering that, (1) the traffic pattern for both runway ends is on the northwest side of the
runway. (2) the airport is not permitted for night operations, and (3) the rise in'terrain elevation
southeast of the runway, the Permit Committee has egreed to provide the airport with'a vaxiance

1o standards, The variance requires that the airport remove the tree obstructions Lo the southeast
“7:1 slopeJocated within 300 feet perpendicular to the runway centerline, thus pexrmifting the

existing and further growth of teees beyond that point. Please provide photographic evidence to
this office, of the completed tice obstruciion removal wotk,. Onge the work has been Lompidcd
acd is adequately verified, the Division wili issue n Corrected State Adrport Perroit reflecting the
vatianee to standard.

The aireraft parking ramp pavernent has severe cracking and has failed in sorne locations (please
see encloséd Photo 2), Loose debris-and gravel due 10 pavement deterioration can-damage

“Hrovide & safe, susfainably, itegited, el efficient iraksioriation system
t0 oxhianee Califortios cconomy ana Hyabiliny”

Serions drougli!
il Seno water!
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aircraft propelicrs and engines. We steongly recommmend that-a:pavement maialetance project
be initiated immediately to address areas of paveriiérit: deteriordtion and failure, This is a repeat
ftem,

(e}
‘

The Form 5010-1 and the Adrport/Facility Directory Southwest U.S. listthe runway length at
3.250 feet and the displaced threshold of Runway 21 at 193 feet, wlnle the runway length was
measwred at approximatély 2,963 feet and the dkspla{ced threshold was measured at
approximately 60 feet. You must submit the FAA Forim 7480-1, Notiée of Landing Area
Proposal, with accompanying survey data to the FAA (with a courtesy copy sent to this office)
indicating the correct length and displacement. Please contact Neil Kumar at the San Francisco
FAA Airports Distriet Office (650-827-7627) to coordinate this updiile.

In addition to the above reférenced safety diserepancies, we also neted the following:

o The runway and taxiways are beginning to.ravel and erack (please see englosed Photo 3) and
should be addressed in (he near future to provent further deterioration.
Understanding the significant resource burden assoclated with operating 2 saft, secure, and
utilitarian airport, Caltrans will continue to offer both financial and {echnical assistance to: Sierra
County. The use of California Aid to Adrports Program annual credit grant funds to correct safety
discrepancies is considered an eligible expenditure: Pleasenoti ify ns by December 1, 2014, of vour
intedded or completed action concerning these items, and provide usiwith phétographic evidenee
documenting the results: I you have questions or reguire assistance, please contact me at (916)
654-5507 or via ermail at phillip:miller@dot.ca.gov. -

é;mwrely

,/[ / !ﬁu?:c R

PHILLIR C. MILEER; C.M:
Aviation Safety Officer

Enclosures

¢ FAA, SFO ADO
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