
JAN 14 2019 
CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Scott Schlefstein 
Chair, Board of Supervisors 
Sierra County 
Post Office Drawer D 
Downieville, California 95936 

Dear Mr. Schlefstein: 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
500 C Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20472 

I commend you for the efforts that have been put forth in implementing the floodplain management 
measures for Sierra County, California, to participate in the National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP). As you implement these measures, I want to emphasize the following: 

a Flood Insurance Study (FIS) and Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) have been 
completed for your community; 
the FIS and FIRM will become effective on April 19, 20 19; and 
by the FIS and FIRM effective date, the Department of Homeland Security's Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Regional Office is required to approve the 
legally enforceable floodplain management measures your community adopts in 
accordance with Title 44 Code of Federal Regulations Section 60.3(d). 

As noted in FEMA's letter dated October 19,2018, no significant changes have been made to the 
flood hazard data on the Preliminary and/or revised Preliminary copies of the FIRM for Sierra 
County. Therefore, Sierra County should use the Preliminary and/or revised Preliminary copies of 
the FIRM as the basis for adopting the required floodplain management measures. Final printed 
copies of the FIRM for Sierra County will be sent to you within the next few months. 

If you encounter difficulties in enacting the measures, I recommend you contact the California 
Department of Water Resources. You may contact Raul Barba, CFM, the NFIP State Coordinator, 
by telephone at (9 16) 574-1441, in writing at 3464 El Camino Avenue, Suite 210, 
Sacramento, California 95821, or by electronic mail at Raul.Barba@water.ca.gov. 

The FEMA Regional staff in Oakland, California, is also available to provide technical assistance 
and guidance in the development of floodplain management measures. The adoption of compliant 
floodplain management measures will provide protection for Sierra County and will ensure its 
participation in the NFIP. The Regional Office may be contacted by telephone at (51 0) 627-7100 or 
in writing. Please send your written inquiries to the Director, Mitigation Division, FEMA Region 
IX, at 1111 Broadway, Suite 1200, Oakland, California 94607. 
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The NFIP State Coordinating Office for your State has verified that California communities may 
include language in their floodplain management measures that automatically adopt the most 
recently available flood elevation data provided by FEMA. Your community' s floodplain 
management measures may already be sufficient if the measures include suitable automatic adoption 
language and are otherwise in accordance with the minimum requirements of the NFIP. The NFIP 
State Coordinator can assist you further in clarifying questions you may have about automatic 
adoption. 

You may have already contacted the NFIP State Coordinator and/or the FEMA Regional Office, and 
may be in the final adoption process or recently adopted the appropriate measures. However, in the 
event your community has not adopted the appropriate measures, this letter is FEMA's official 
notification that you only have until April 19, 2019, to adopt and/or submit a floodplain management 
ordinance that meets or exceeds the minimum NFIP requirements, and request approval from the 
FEMA Regional Office by the effective date. Your community's adopted measures will be reviewed 
upon receipt and the FEMA Regional Office will notify you when the measures are approved. 

I appreciate your cooperation to ensure that your community 's floodplain management measures are 
approved by the FEMA Regional Office by April 19, 2019. Your compliance with these mandatory 
program requirements will enable your community to avoid suspension from the NFIP. 

Sincerely, 

Rachel Sears, Director 
Floodplain Management Division 
Mitigation Directorate I FEMA 

cc: Robert J. Fenton, Jr. , Regional Administrator, FEMA Region IX 
Raul Barba, CFM, NFIP State Coordinator, California Department of Water Resources 
Tim Beals, Planning Director, Sierra County 





Joining the National Flood Insurance 
Program 
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The decision on whether to join the NFIP is very important 
for a community. There is no Federal law that requires a 
community w join the Program and community participati on 
is voluntary. A benefit of participation is that your ci tizens 

. are provided the opportunity to purchase flood insurance to 

protect themselves from flood losses. Another consideration 
is that a community that has been identified by the 
Department of Homeland Security's Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) as being flood-prone and has 
not joined the NFIP within one year of being notified of 
heing mapped as flood-prone will be sanctioned. This 
means that Federal agencies cannot provide financial 
assistance for buildings in flood hazards areas. 

FEMA i~ required hy law to identify and map the Nation's 
flood-prone areas. The identification of flood hazards serves 
many important purposes. Identifying flood hazards creates 
an awareness of the hazard, especially for those who live 
and work in flood-prone areas. Maps provide States and 
communities with the information needed for land use 
planning and to reduce flood risk to floodplain 
development and implement o ther health and safet y 
requirements through codes and regulations. States and 
communities can also use the information for emergency 
management. 

To participate in the NFIP, a community must adopt and 
enforce floodplain management regulations that meet or 
exceed the minimum requirements of the Program. These 
requirements are intended to prevent loss of life and property 
and reduce taxpayer cos ts for disaster relief, as well as 
minimize econom ic and social hardships that result from 
flooding. 

When FEMA provides a community with a flood hazard 
m ap, the community should carefull y review these maps 
and determine whether flood insurance and floodplain 
managem ent would benefit the community and its ci tizens. 

In making the decision whether to join the NFIP, 
communities need to keep in mind that homeowners' 
insurance policies generally do not cover flood losses , and 
many homeowners and other property owners are often 
unaware that th ei r property is flood-prone . Even if your 
community has no t been identified a~ flood-prone by 
FEMA, your community can still join the NFIP. By 
participating in the NFIP, property owners throughout the 
community will be able to purchase flood insurance. 

Communities that have been identified as flood-prone by 
FEMA need to keep in mind that property owners in a non
participating community are ineligible for most forms of 
disaster assistance within the identified flood huard areas. 
This does not affect communities that have not had flood 
hazards identified by FEMA . 

What must a community do to join the NFIP? 

To join the Program, the community must submit an 
application package that includes the fo llowing information : 

• Application For Participation in the National Flood 
Insurance Program (FEMA Form 81-64): 
This one-page form asks fo r the following information : 
• Community name 
• Chief Executive Officer 
• Person responsible for administering the community's 

floodplain management program 
• Community repository for public inspection of flood 

maps 
• E~timat es of land area, population, and number of 

structures in and outside the floodplain 
• Resolution of Intent: The community must adopt a 

resolution of inten t, which indicates an explicit desire 
to participate in the NFIP and commitment to recognize 
flood hazards and carry out th e 
objectives of the Program. 



IMPORTANT FACTS YOU SHOULD KNOW 

Roods are the most common and most costly r)awral disaster in the United 
States. 

Before most forms of Federal disaster assistance can be offered, the 
President must declare a major disaster. 

Rood insurance claims are paid whether or not a disaster has been 
Presidentially declared. 

The most common form of Federal disaster assistance is a loan, which must 
be paid back with interest 

There are about 4. 7 million flood insurance policies in force in more than 
20,000 communities across the U.S. 

Over the life of a 30-year mortgage, there is a 26-percent (or 1 in 4) chance 
that a building in a floodplain will experience a flood that will equal or 
exceed the 1-percent-chance flood (100-year flood). 

Since 1969, the NFIP has paid over $14 billion in flood insurance cla ims 
that have helped hundreds of thousands of families recover from flood 
disasters. 

Approximately 25% of all claims paid by the NFIP are for policies outside of 
the mapped floodplain. 

CAN YOUR COMMUNITY AFFORD NOT TO PARTICIPATE? 

• Floodplain Management Regulations: The community 
must adopt and submit floodplain management 
regulations that meet or exceed the minimum flood 
plain management requirements of the NFIP. 

Please contact your FEMA Regional Office or the NFIP State 
Coordinating Agency for information about joining the 
Program . TI1ese offices will provide an application, san1ple 
resolution, and a model floodplain management ordinance. 
(See "For Assistance" on the back page for contact information) 

What are the requirements that a community must adopt? 

The NFIP requirements are designed to ensure that new 
buildings and substantially improved existing buildings in 
flood-prone areas are protected from flood damages. The 
minimum NFIP floodplain management requirements that 
a community must adopt are located in Title 44 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations (44 CFR) section 60.3 . The specific 
requirements that a community must adopt depend on the 
type of flood hazard data that is provided to the community 
by FEMA. 

In addition to m eeting the requirem ents of the NFIP, a 
community's floodplain management regulations must be 
legally enfo rceable. This means that the regulations must 
m eet applicable provis ions of State enabling laws , which 
authorize communiti es to enact and enforce floodplain 
management regulations and be adopted through a process 
that meets appli cable State and local due process procedures. 

Stat!:' authority for floodplain management varies fro m Stat!:' 
to State. Some States require that communities regulate 
floodplains to a higher standard than the minimum NFIP 
requirements for certain aspects of floodplain management . 
Some States have a requirement that communities must 
submit their floodplain management regulations to the State 
for approval. Com m uniti es shouJd contact the Stat e NFIP 
Coordinating Agenc.y fur assistance on specific State 
requirements that must also be met. 

As indic.ated above, the FEMA Regional Office or the NFIP 
State Coordinating Agency can provide the community w ith 
a model floodplain management ordinance and guidance 
on the speci fic r!:'quirements the community w ill need to 
adopt. 

What type of regulations can a community adopt? 

Community floodplain management regulations are usually 
found in the followi ng types of regulations: zoning 
ordinances, building codes, subdivision ordinance, 
sanitary regulatiom, and "stand alone" floodplain 
management ordinances. How your com mwli ty approaches 
floodplain management depends on State laws and 
reguJations and also how your community chooses to 
manage its flood hazards. 

What happens If a community is identified as flood
prone. but does not join the NFIP? 

The fo llowing sanctions apply if a community does no t 
qualify for participation in the NFIP within one year of heing 
identified as flood-prone by FEMA. Non-participating 
communities that have not been identified as flood-prone hy 
FEMA are not subject to these sanctions. 

• Property owners \vili no t be able to purchase NFIP 
flood insurance policies and existing policies will not 
be renewed. 

• Federal gran ts or loans for development will no t be 
available in identified fl ood hazard areas under 
programs administered by Federal agencies such as 
the Department ofHousing and Urban Developm ent , 
Environmental Protection Agency, and Small Business 
Administration. 

• Federal db aster assistance for flood damage will not 
be provided to repair insurable buildings located in 
identified flood hazard areas . 

• Federal mortgage insurance or loan guarantees, such 
as those written by the Federal Housing Admillis tration 
and the Department ofVeteran Affairs, will no t be 
provided in identified flood hazard areas. 

• Federally insured or regulated lending institutions, such 
as banks and credit unions, are allowed to make 
conventional loans fiJr insurable buildings in flood 
hazard areas of nonparticipating communities. 
However, the lender must notify appli cants that the 
property is in a flood hazard area and that the property 
is no t eligible fiH Federal di saster assis tance. Som e 
lenders may voluntarily choose not to make these loans. 




