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AGENDA ITEM: Discussion, direction to staff and scheduling of a public hearing with regard to establishment of
an underground utility district in the community of Sierra City.
SUPPORTIVE DOCUMENTS ATTACHED:
Memo Resolution Agreement Other
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: See attached background.
FUNDING SOURCE: RULE 20A FUNDS, AND OTHER TRANSPORTATION FUNDS.
GENERAL FUND IMPACT: No Additional General Fund Impact
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AMOUNT: $500,000 in Rule 20 Funds N/A
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☐By Consensus

No

Background

Discussion, direction to staff and scheduling of a public hearing with regard to establishment
of an underground utility district in the community of Sierra City.
The Rule 20A Program which is a program established by the California Public Utilities Commission
requiring that PG&E allocate work credits to all cities and counties each year to fund the conversion of
overhead utilities to underground. Currently Sierra County has a balance of $451,503 available in the
program and you can get an advance of 5 years’ worth of funding which would be around $12,000 per
year, so essentially $500,000 is available. Currently the CPUC is looking at redistributing

funds from communities that do not have projects (in the past 8 years). In order to have a
project the Board of Supervisors would have to adopt a resolution forming an
underground utility district for a project to be recognized. This process is outlined in County
Code and requires a public hearing. The deadline for a resolution to be adopted or funding to be reallocated is July 24, 2019, therefore it is imperative to immediately schedule a hearing and potential
adoption of such a resolution.
The Sierra City Main Street Project which has been the subject of SCTC action for a number of years, and
stated that a Project Study Report is currently in progress. The project will involve reconstruction of a
dedicated portion of Main Street (State Route 49), pedestrian improvements, sidewalks, drainage control,
reconstruction of the roadway. Caltrans has indicated willingness to participate and hopefully conversion
of overhead utilities to underground.

Excerpt from County Code, Chapter 37, regarding the process for forming district:
37.05.010 Purpose.

The Board of Supervisors may from time to time call public hearings to ascertain whether the
public necessity, health, safety or welfare requires the removal of poles, overhead wires and
associated overhead structures within designated areas of the county and the underground
installation of wires and facilities for supplying electric, communication, or similar or associated
service. (Formerly 37.01)
37.05.020Definitions.

Words or phrases used in this title shall have the following definitions:
“Commission” means the Public Utilities Commission of the state of California.
“District” or “underground utility district” means that area in the county within which poles,
overhead wires, and associated overhead structures are prohibited, as such area is described in a
resolution adopted pursuant to the provisions of this chapter.
“Poles, overhead wires and associated overhead structures” means poles, towers, supports, wires,
conductors, guys, stubs, platforms, crossarms, braces, transformers, insulators, cutouts, switches,
communication circuits, appliances, attachments, and appurtenances located above ground within

a district and used or useful in supplying electric, communication or similar or associated
service.
“Utility” means all persons or entities supplying electric, communication or similar or associated
service by means of electrical materials or devices. (Formerly 37.02)
37.05.030County Clerk to notify owner

The County Clerk shall notify all affected property owners as shown on the last equalized
assessment roll and utilities concerned by mail of the time and place of such hearings at least 10
days prior to the date thereof. (Formerly 37.03)
37.05.040Decision of Board conclusive.

At each such hearing all persons interested shall be given an opportunity to be heard. The
decision of the Board of Supervisors shall be final and conclusive. (Formerly 37.04)
37.05.050District designation by resolution.

If, after any such hearing, the Board of Supervisors requires underground installation within a
designated area, the Board shall enact an enabling resolution declaring such designated area an
underground utility district and order such removal and underground installation. (Formerly
37.05)
37.05.060Regulations set by resolution.

The enabling resolution shall include a description of the area comprising such district and shall
fix the time within which such removal and underground installation shall be accomplished and
within which affected property owners must be ready to receive underground service. A
reasonable time shall be allowed for such removal and underground installation, having due
regard for the availability of labor, materials and equipment necessary for such removal and for
the installation of such underground facilities as may be occasioned thereby. (Formerly 37.06)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
SIERRA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Sierra County Board of Supervisors shall conduct the
following public hearing at ________ a.m., Tuesday, July 23, 2019 at the Board of Supervisors
Chambers, Loyalton Social Hall, Loyalton, CA. Interested persons are urged to attend or to
provide written comments:
Formation of an Underground Utility District – Sierra City Main Street: This would
include Highway 49 (Main Street) from the west end of the community (Sierra Pines) to
the east end of the community (intersection of State Route 49 and Wild Plum Road).
Residences and commercial buildings along the referenced route will be required to
convert to underground service.
Persons interested in these matters scheduled before the Board of Supervisors are urged to attend
to provide input, or to provide written comments. The Board of Supervisors will consider all
input, oral or written comments, received prior to the posted hearing date.
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