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MEETING DATE: 
August 18, 2020 

TYPE OF AGENDA ITEM: 
Regular   Timed 
Consent 

DEPARTMENT:  Board of Supervisors  
APPROVING PARTY:  Heather Foster, Clerk of the Board 
PHONE NUMBER:  530-289-3295 

AGENDA ITEM:  Discussion/direction regarding request from Lori Brentt to purchase a parcel of land owned 
by the County located in Downieville. 
SUPPORTIVE DOCUMENTS ATTACHED: Memo  Resolution  Agreement  Other 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  See attached letter 
FUNDING SOURCE:     
GENERAL FUND IMPACT:  No General Fund Impact 
OTHER FUND:    
AMOUNT:  $  N/A 
ARE ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL REQUIRED? 

Yes, --  -- 
No 

IS THIS ITEM ALLOCATED IN THE BUDGET? Yes  No      

IS A BUDGET TRANSFER REQUIRED?  Yes No    

SPACE BELOW FOR CLERK’S USE 
BOARD ACTION: 
☐Approved
☐Approved as amended
☐Adopted
☐Adopted as amended
☐Denied
☐Other
☐No Action Taken

☐Set public hearing
For: _____________________

☐Direction to: ______________
☐Referred to:  ______________
☐Continued to: _____________
☐Authorization given to:
___________________________

Resolution 2020-   ____________ 
Agreement 2020-  ____________ 
Ordinance    _________________ 
Vote: 

  Ayes: 
      Noes: 
  Abstain: 
  Absent: 

☐By Consensus
COMMENTS: 

CLERK TO THE BOARD     DATE 



Lori Brentt 
319 Marsalla Drive 
Folsom, CA 
95630 
(916)206-8577 
 
August 10, 2020 

Dear Sierra County Board of Supervisors: 

I am writing a letter of interest to you in regards to the inquiry and potential purchase of a small 
parcel of land that is adjacent to land owned by my family that I believe is owned by Sierra 
County.  Parcel # 0021600330 at 106 Lavezzola Road, has been owned by my family Brentt/Yaklich 
for over 50 years.  However, there is a small portion of land next to that and upon preliminary 
research appears to be owned by the Sierra County. I am interested in purchasing that land in hopes 
that someday I can build a small home on the property.  I’d like to move forward in exploring the 
opportunity to purchase the land.  I have included a drawing of the land that I am inquiring about 
and drawn in red the borders of the property that it is my understanding is county property.  
  
Please let me know what your decision is and next steps for discussing the potential purchase of the 
property. Please contact me at (916)206-8577. 

 

Sincerely, 
Lori Brentt 
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Heather Foster

From: Tim Beals
Sent: Tuesday, August 11, 2020 11:34 AM
To: Heather Foster; BOS
Cc: Laura Marshall; Bryan Davey
Subject: RE: Downieville property

All….I have reviewed this request and can offer you that a staff recommendation at this point is to oppose declaring any 
of this property as surplus and opposing any proposal to convey record title ownership of any of this parcel to any 
private party.  This property was acquired by the County as part of the project to implement the construction of the 
Hospital Bridge in the northern portion of Downieville.  At the time of acquisition by the County, the reasons for 
acquisition were for construction access and after project completion, for maintenance and repair access.  The parcel 
now houses the alignment of the “new” bridge and allows sufficient access for the County to gain access to the river, to 
gain access to the under‐side of the bridge, and offers a small buffer to enable any routine  maintenance or repairs or 
any emergency repairs necessary in the event of highwater damages that may occur to the bridge.  If a conveyance were 
to occur and the County needed access to the bridge or the ground underneath the bridge, private ownership would 
block the County’s ability to access this bridge which certainly complicates access if it were ever needed in the 
future.  This reason alone supports that the County retain ownership.   I can see that this existing  County parcel may 
make direct access to the Yaklich parcel difficult and it may be supportable for the County to consider a limited access 
easement to benefit the Yaklich property if a proper design and easement were to be considered but surplus and sale of 
the County property would be a problem from many perspectives and it is recommended that the offer or inquiry to 
purchase be rejected.  This parcel also offers present and future public access to the river that would be lost if any 
conveyance were to occur. 
 
The County in 1992 concluded a boundary line adjustment with the Carrier family who formerly owned the parcel now 
owned by Mark and Liz Stevenson and the primary purpose of the boundary line adjustment that occurred was to 
provide additional land to Carrier for a leach field to be located outside of the high water line for a future home on the 
Carrier property (now Stevenson) as well as affording the opportunity for the County to acquire the lands surrounding 
and underneath the “old” Hospital Bridge.  This is only provided as some historical perspective on the land use and 
ownership in this area. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Tim Beals 
Director of Transportation 
 

From: Heather Foster <hfoster@sierracounty.ca.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 11, 2020 8:58 AM 
To: Lee Adams <supervisor1@sierracounty.ca.gov>; Tim Beals <tbeals@sierracounty.ca.gov> 
Cc: Laura Marshall <lmarshall@sierracounty.ca.gov> 
Subject: FW: Downieville property 

 
Please see the attached request to purchase a parcel owned by the County located in Downieville.  I will add this request 
to the August 18, 2020 agenda for review and consideration by the Board. 
 
Have a great day, 
 
Heather Foster 
Sierra County 
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Clerk-Recorder/Registrar of Voters 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
530-289-3295 
hfoster@sierracounty.ca.gov  
 
From: Lori Brentt <lbrentt08@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2020 5:06 PM 
To: Heather Foster <hfoster@sierracounty.ca.gov> 
Subject: Re: Downieville property 

 
Oh great thank you for your feedback!  Here it is in a word document.  Thank you again 
 


