
THE PROPERTY TAX SYSTEM 
AN OVERVIEW 

 
 

THE RECORDER 

Maintains changes in ownership records 

CITIES & COUNTY 

Maintain building permits information 

STATE BOARD OF 
EQUALIZATION 

Determines State assessed 
values and maintains tax rate 
area masterfile 

COUNTY ASSESSOR 

Determines local assessed values 

AUDITOR-CONTROLLER 

Calculates tax rates and taxes due 

LOCAL TAXING JURISDICTIONS 

(SPECIAL DISTRICTS) 

Provide amounts to levy for special taxes, assessments, 
fees and charges, and tax rates, if calculated by the 

jurisdiction. 

TREASURER-TAX COLLECTOR 

Prints and mails bills; collects taxes  

TAXPAYERS 

Receive bills and pay taxes 

AUDITOR-CONTROLLER 

Accounts for collection, determines distributions, 
makes and accounts for distributions 

LOCAL TAXING JURISDICTIONS 

RECEIVE TAX REVENUE 


