
FILED 
SIERRA COUNTY CLERK 

NOV ~2017 

Notice of Determination Appendix D 

To: From: 
18] Office of Planning and Research 

U.S. Mail: Street Address: 

Public Agency: Sierra Co. Dept. of Public Works 
Address: 101 Courthouse Sq., P 0 Box 98 

P.O. Box 3044 1400 Tenth St. , Rm 113 

Sacramento , CA 95812-3044 Sacramento, CA 95814 

18] County Clerk 

Downieville, CA 95936 

Contact: Tim H. Beals 

Phone:530/ 289-3201 

County of : ~S~ie~rr_a~--~~------­
Address : 100 Courthouse Sq., Room 11 

Lead Agency (if different from above) : 

Downieville, CA 95936 Address : _____________ _ 

Contact: _____________ _ 
Phone: _____________ _ 

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public 
Resources Code. 

State Clearinghouse Number (if submitted to State Clearinghouse): _20_1_1_1_02_0_0_9 ________ _ 

Project Title : Packer Lake Road Bridge (13C0029) over Salmon Creek Replacement Project 

Project Applicant : Sierra Co. Department of Public Works and Transportation 

Project Location (include county): Packer Lake Road and Gold Lake Highway 

Project Description: 
The Sierra County Department of Public Works and Transportation , in conjunction with the California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans) and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), intends to replace the existing Packer 
Lake Road Bridge (1 3C0029) over Salmon Creek . The proposed 77-ft long , 27 .3-ft wide outside to outside, single­
span bridge will be constructed on an upstream alignment. The bridge has a Caltrans sufficiency rating of 50.5 and is 
classified as structurally deficient. The new bridge would improve roadway safety and be consistent with AASHTO 
guidelines. 

This is to advise that the S_i_er_ra_C--=o=u,--n~ty _____ -=--------- has approved the above 
(18] Lead Agency or 0 Responsible Agency) 

described project on 21 November 2017 and has made the following determinations regarding the above 
(date) 

described project. 

1. The project (0 will 18] will not] have a significant effect on the environment. 

2. 0 An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

18] A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

3. Mitigation measures (18] were 0 were not] made a condition of the approval of the project. 

4 . A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan (18] was 0 was not] adopted for this project. 

5. A statement of Overriding Considerations (0 was 18] was not] adopted for this project. 

6. Findings (18] were 0 were not] made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

This is to certify that the final EIR with comments and responses and record of project approval , or the 
negative Declaration , is available to the General Public at: 

Sierra Co. Department of Public rks and Transportation, 101 Courthouse Sq., Downieville, CA 95936 

Date : ____ 1_1 ~\l_L_l~11~----- Date Received for filing at OPR : ________ _ 

Authority cited : Sections 21083 , Public Resources Code. 
Reference Section 21000-21174, Public Resources Code. Revised 2011 
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Response 1:  Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 
 
This letter reiterates standard requirements that are included in the MND document and mitigation 

measures.  No response is necessary. 
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Comment Letter 2: CDFW 
 

 
  



From: Hosea, Bob@Wildlife [mailto:Bob.Hosea@wildlife.ca.gov]  
Sent: Monday, November 6, 2017 3:19 PM 
To: Bryan Davey <bdavey@sierracounty.ca.gov> 
Cc: Wildlife R2 CEQA <R2CEQA@wildlife.ca.gov> 
Subject: Comments for MND for Packer Lake Road Bridge Replacement (SCH# 2017102009) 
 
Mr. Davey- 
I have reviewed the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) prepared for the Packer Lake 
Road Bridge Replacement Project (SCH# 2017102009) and have the following comments.  

1) The project will require the filing, under Section 1602 of the Fish and Game Code, of a 
Notification of Lake or Streambed Alteration with the California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (CDFW). The proposed activities will have a significant impact on the bed, 
bank and channel of Salmon Creek at the site of the new proposed bridge as well as 
the location of the current bridge 

2) Sierra County should apply for and obtain an Incidental Take Permit (ITP) for and for 
Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frogs that could be impacted by the project. The 
Department’s Biogeographic Information and Observation System (BIOS) indicates at 
least one observation of Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog in a tributary to Salmon 
Creek immediately downstream of the proposed project area. This, coupled with the 
notation in the MND of an observation of the same species immediately upstream of 
the project area indicates that there is a fair probability that the species may be 
present in the project area even though habitat may not be optimal. The mitigation 
measures identified in the MND include possible capture and subsequent relocation of 
individuals should they be encountered during preconstruction surveys or even during 
the course of construction. The California Fish and Game Code defines “Take” as to 
hunt, pursue, catch, capture or kill, or to attempt to hunt pursue, catch, capture or kill. 
Any activity related to relocation of any individuals of this species would be considered 
as “take” and would require the issuance of an ITP by CDFW. 

3) Raptors nesting even beyond a 250 foot Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) may 
be adversely impacted by commencement of construction activities. CDFW would 
recommend that surveys for nesting raptors extend outward from the boundaries of 
the project site for a distance of ¼ mile. If nesting raptors are observed within this ¼-
mile radius zone, prior to the start of construction, that the nests be monitored for 
signs of disturbance due to construction activities. If raptors establish nests or 
commence nesting activities after construction activities have already started then 
nests within 250 feet of the project area should continue to be monitored for adverse 
impacts. The nest monitor should also be provided with “stop work authority” in the 
event that significant disturbance of nesting activity is observed. 

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on this Document.  
If you have any additional questions please feel free to contact me directly at (916) 358-1124 
or by email at bob.hosea@wildlife.ca.gov.  
 
-Bob Hosea 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
North Central Region 

mailto:Bob.Hosea@wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:bdavey@sierracounty.ca.gov
mailto:R2CEQA@wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:bob.hosea@wildlife.ca.gov
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Response 2: CDFW 

Response to Comment 1:  Section 1, box 12 (Other Public Agencies Whose Approval May Be 

Required (e.g., permits, financing approval, or participation agreement)) of the CEQA IS/MND lists 

‘California Department of Fish and Wildlife - Streambed Alteration Agreement and 2081 Incidental 

Take Permit’ as permits that may be needed. 

Response to Comment 2:  See response to Comment 1 

Response to Comment 3:  Mitigation measure BIO-3 addresses Migratory Birds and Birds of Prey.  

BIO-3 requires that ‘a biologist shall conduct a survey for active bird of prey nests within 250 ft… of the 

Project area’.  The 250 ft survey radius is based on the topography and surrounding vegetation present 

in and adjacent to the Project site.  The Project is primarily surrounded by Lodgepole pine forest 

occurring on moderate to steep slopes of varying aspect.  The vegetation and topography in and adjacent 

to the Project site provides much greater visual screening and noise attenuation than would be expected 

in a more urbanized, geographically flatter area in the Central Valley.  Based on the characteristics of 

the Project site the County believes that a 250 ft survey radius for raptors is sufficient.  No revisions to 

BIO-3 were made. 

CDFW states that ‘If raptors establish nests or commence nesting activities after construction activities 

have already started then nests within 250 feet of the project area should continue to be monitored for 

adverse impacts.’  BIO-3 includes to following regarding nest establishment after the start of 

construction “If an active nest is identified in or adjacent to the construction zone after construction has 

started, the above measures will be implemented to ensure construction is not causing disturbance to the 

nest.”  The County believes this provides the needed protections for any raptor nesting that occurs 

within 250 ft of the site after the start of construction. 

The following has been added to the last bullet point of BIO-3 as suggested by CDFW. 

 …If the biologist determines that disturbance to the active nest is occurring they will have 

authority to stop construction. 
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Comment Letter 3: State Clearinghouse 
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Response 3: State Clearinghouse 

This letter transmits to the County comment letters the State Clearinghouse received.  No response is 

necessary.  

 




