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December 29, 2025 

The Honorable Lee Adams, Chair 
Sierra County Board of Supervisors 
100 Courthouse Square, Room 11 
Downieville, CA 95936 

Subject: Sierra County – 2025 Late August Mudslides – Request for State of Emergency 
and California Disaster Assistance Act Funding 

Dear Chairperson Adams: 

This letter is in response to Sierra County’s request for financial assistance under the 
California Disaster Assistance Act (CDAA), and State of Emergency (SOE) request 
pursuant to the California Emergency Services Act (ESA), due to the impacts of the 2025 
Late August Mudslides.  

In accordance with the ESA, the Governor is empowered to proclaim an SOE when 
extreme peril exists and when the severity and magnitude of an incident is beyond the 
capabilities of the local jurisdiction. As a result of assessments conducted following the 
event, the determination was made that the impacts from the 2025 Late August 
Mudslides were of such severity and magnitude to be beyond the capabilities of local 
government to respond to and recover from.  

Therefore, it has been determined that an SOE is warranted and Sierra County’s request 
for CDAA funds is approved for the 2025 Late August Mudslides (CDAA-2025-09). My 
staff will contact your authorized agent on record under separate cover to provide the 
forms necessary to apply for reimbursement utilizing the CDAA Program. 

Please know Cal OES will continue to work closely with your team during the recovery 
efforts. Feel free to contact the Disaster Recovery Team at 
disasterrecovery@caloes.ca.gov, if you have additional questions or would like to discuss 
this matter further.  

Sincerely, 

ELI OWEN 
Assistant Director, Recovery Operations 

cc: LeTina Vanetti, Emergency Administrator, Sierra County 
Heather Foster, Clerk-Recorder, Sierra County 
Thomas Graham, Regional Administrator, Inland Region, Cal OES 

http://www.caloes.ca.gov/


E X E C U T I V E D E P A R T M E N T 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

PROCLAMATION OF A STATE OF EMERGENCY 

WHEREAS between August 23, 2025, and August 27, 2025, a series of 
severe thunderstorms, high precipitation, and resulting mudslides occurred in 
Sierra County (“2025 Late August Storms and Mudslides”); and 

WHEREAS the 2025 Late August Storms and Mudslides resulted in the 
National Weather Service issuing flash flood warnings for Sierra County on 
August 23 and 25, 2025, lasting through August 26, 2025; and 

WHEREAS the 2025 Late August Storms and Mudslides resulted in road 
closures and at least five separate debris flows and mudslides, which included 
at least two major slides requiring extensive debris removal operations from 
roadways; and 

WHEREAS under the provisions of Government Code section 8558(b), I 
find that conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property exist 
due to the 2025 Late August Storms and Mudslides in Sierra County; and 

WHEREAS under the provisions of Government Code section 8558(b), I 
find that the conditions caused by the 2025 Late August Storms and Mudslides, 
by reason of their magnitude, are or are likely to be beyond the control of the 
services, personnel, equipment, and facilities of any single local government 
and require the combined forces of a mutual aid region or regions to 
appropriately respond; and 

WHEREAS under the provisions of Government Code section 8625(c), I 
find that local authority is inadequate to cope with the magnitude of the 
extreme peril posed by the 2025 Late August Storms and Mudslides; and 

WHEREAS under the provisions of Government Code section 8571, I find 
that strict compliance with various statutes and regulations specified in this 
Proclamation would prevent, hinder, or delay the mitigation of the effects of 
the 2025 Late August Storms and Mudslides in Sierra County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, 
in accordance with the authority vested in me by the State Constitution and 
statutes, including the California Emergency Services Act, and in particular, 
Government Code section 8625, HEREBY PROCLAIM A STATE OF EMERGENCY to 
exist in Sierra County due to the 2025 Late August Storms and Mudslides. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT: 

1. All agencies of the state government utilize and employ state
personnel, equipment, and facilities for the performance of any and
all activities consistent with the direction of the Office of Emergency
Services and the State Emergency Plan. Also, all residents are to
obey the direction of emergency officials with regard to this
emergency in order to protect their safety.



2. The Office of Emergency Services shall provide assistance to local 
governments, if appropriate, under the authority of the California 
Disaster Assistance Act, Government Code section 8680 et seq., and 
California Code of Regulations, Title 19, section 2900 et seq.  

 
3. The restrictions set forth in Penal Code section 396, which are 

automatically triggered upon proclamation of a state of 
emergency, are suspended, and no such restrictions are imposed, 
with respect to the 2025 Late August Storms and Mudslides in Sierra 
County. 

 
I FURTHER DIRECT that as soon as hereafter possible, this Proclamation be 

filed in the Office of the Secretary of State and that widespread publicity and 
notice be given of this Proclamation. 
 

This Proclamation is not intended to, and does not, create any rights or 
benefits, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity, against the 
State of California, its agencies, departments, entities, officers, employees, or 
any other person. 

 
      

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have 
hereunto set my hand and caused 

                                                      the Great Seal of the State of 
                                                                 California to be affixed this 23rd day 
                                                                 of December 2025. 

 
 
 
 
________________________________  

 GAVIN NEWSOM 
Governor of California 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
SHIRLEY N. WEBER, Ph.D. 
Secretary of State 

 
 

 
 


