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       1/8/2026 

Paul Roen, Chairman  

Sierra County Board of Supervisors 

100 Courthouse Square 

PO Drawer D 

Downieville, CA 9596 

530-289-3295 

Dear Chairman Roen, 

The 2025-26 Sierra County Grand Jury has the unique powers to investigate and report on local 
government entities for the purpose of helping those entities improve their operations to 
better serve the public. 

In recent years, financial hardship and cross county mountain travel issues combined with the 
lack of a dedicated, secure and equipped meeting place have hindered the Grand Jury’s ability 
to serve the best interests of the public.   

PC§925 and PC§9333(a) Each year the jury must investigate and report on some aspect of the 
operations, accounts, and records of at least one county officer, department, or function.  All 
reports must have findings and one or more recommendations.   Unlike all adjacent Counties, 
Sierra County has failed to publish a report with findings/recommendations, for many years. 

The Sierra County Grand Jury has voted (8 or more supermajority) to have me present and 
process the following requests for the Board of Supervisors to consider.  They believe these 
items will promote and sustain Grand Jury success for the best interests of the public: 

1. The current meeting rate for Sierra County Grand Jury meetings is $25, Los Angeles is 
$60, and State pilot program rate is $100.  Serving on Grand Jury should not cause 
undue financial hardship.  The Grand Jury requests: With the current Grand Jury 
budget more than adequate to support it, we request the Sierra County meeting rate 
be changed from $25 to $50 to encourage and enable more juror participation. 

2. Historically the Grand Jury met in the courtroom but that policy has changed.  The 
Sheriff has generously offered the use of a meeting room and small office space.  
Neither of these spaces are secure, private spaces that Grand Jury functions require.  
(24/7 video/audio recording and one-way mirrors are issues). Even Grand Jurors are 
restricted in having recording devices in meetings.  The Grand Jury requests: a 
dedicated, secure and equipped (hot spot access and video screen) meeting space be 
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provided, one in Downieville and one in Sierra Valley to promote safe and secure 
participation by jurors in all kinds of travel issues. 

3. The Grand Jury requests the Sierra County Board of Supervisors consider and adopt 
the attached (or similar) Proclamation of Grand Jury Awareness Month to promote a 
fully staffed all county representation of the Sierra County Grand Jury. 

I look forward to answering any questions about these requests and appreciate in advance the 
Board of Supervisors willingness to consider these requests.   

 

John Michell, Foreperson 

Sierra County Grand Jury 2025-26 

101 Mountain View Rd #9 

Calpine, CA 96124 

530-249-0350 

jmitch@psln.com 

 

cc: Sharon Dryden, Co-Chair Board of Supervisors and Heather Foster, Clerk-Recorder 


	GJ Meeting Space and Rate Increase Request

	DEPARTMENT: Board of Supervisors
	PHONE NUMBER: 530-289-3295
	REGULAR: Yes
	CONSENT: Off
	TIMED: Off
	RESOLUTION: Off
	MEMO: Off
	AGREEMENT: Off
	BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
	FUNDING SOURCE: 
	GENERAL FUND IMPACT: [NO ADDITIONAL]
	OTHER FUND: 
	NO 1: Yes
	YES 1: Off
	TYPE OF EMPLOYEE: [NONE]
	NO 2: Yes
	YES 2: Off
	YES 3: Off
	NO 3: Yes
	TYPE: [N/A]
	AMOUNT: 
	DATE: 01/20/2026
	REQUESTED BY: Paul Roen, Chair, District 3
	Check Box1: Off
	Check Box2: Off
	Check Box5: Off
	Check Box6: Off
	Check Box7: Off
	Check Box9: Off
	Text10: 
	Text11: 
	Text12: 
	Text13: 
	Text14: 
	Text15: 
	Text16: 
	Text17: 
	Text18: 
	Text19: 
	Check Box20: Off
	Text21: 
	Date22_af_date: 01/20/2026
	Text1: 
	Check Box3: Off
	Text4: 
	OTHER: 
	AGENDA ITEM: Discussion and possible action regarding the Grand Jury’s request for dedicated meeting spaces and an increase to the current Grand Jury meeting rate.
	Text2: Letter


