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SIERRA COUNTY

Assessor’s Office
P.O.Box 8
Downieville, California 95936

530-289-3283

Laura A. Marshall
Assessor

August 18, 2020

To: Sierra County Board of Supervisors
From: Laura Marshall, Sierra County Assessor
RE: Historical Document Preservation

Sierra County has a myriad of historical documents scattered throughout the courthouse—
tucked away in musty conex boxes, collecting dust on office shelves, sitting unprotected below
fire sprinklers.

Earlier this year a visit from a group of historians researching Sierra Valley ranches brought a
glimmer of hope in preserving our own history. Prior to their arrival my staff had moved the
hundreds of maps rolled up in front of the historic assessment rolls. Upon seeing the sad state
of some truly spectacular hand-drawn maps from the late 1860°s and early 1900’s an offer of
assistance was extended (photos of the my records room attached.)

On Friday, August 7, 2020, history buff and Planner II, Corri Jimenez, moderated a Zoom
meeting between Sierra County Historical Society member, Bill Copren; Sierra County
Historical Society curator, Melissa Brewer; Sierra County Historical Society intern, Nathan
Barnes; Planning Director, Tim Beals; and myself. The historical society offered assistance in
completing an inventory and preservation of some County historical documents.

The historical society has offered the time and expertise of curator, Melissa Brewer, and
intern, Nathan Barnes. The immediate plan is to delicately sort through the most critical
documents located in the assessor/tax collector closet, conex box outside, and
planning/building departments. Once the documents have been identified, they would be
properly stored and moved the Sierraville School for preservation.

The SCHS will inventory our documents utilizing PastPerfect, a software created to archive
museum collections. PastPerfect allows for the digital storage of artifacts, documents, photos
and books. This offer of assistance and offer to store electronically would not only preserve
our documents but also allow the public to gain safe access to history currently tucked away.

I could go on and on but I want to keep this memo short. I will provide more information on
this item during the meeting.
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